
 

 

 

114th OGG AGM REPORT 19th May 2021  
CHAIRMAN – ANGELA GAUNTLETT 

 
Covid -19 has brought unprecedented human and humanitarian challenges. Many 
companies and organisations around the world have risen to the occasion, acting swiftly to 
safeguard employees by migrating to a new way of working that even extreme business 
continuity plans hadn’t envisioned! So too has the pandemic forced us at the Old Girls Guild 
to adopt new ways of working as a committee.   
 
Thus we are holding a closed AGM today Wednesday 19th May 2021, with the Old Girls 
Committee in attendance. Due to Covid lockdown and the restriction on gatherings we wish 
to record that the 2020 AGM did not occur. We will begin the proceedings today with the 
registration of attendees.  
 
The AGENDA  
We have a quorum present so I declare the meeting open.   
 
Registration of Attendees: 
Angela Gauntlett (Chair), Angela Wolf, Buyi Makhoba-Dlamini, Claire Hoatson,  
Clare Watt-Pringle, Deb Erskine, Jo James, Vicki Dillon. 
Apologies: Tsakane Mthenjane 
 
Followed by: 
- Confirmation of new memberships (Matric Class of 2020) 
- Remembrance of those who have passed away 
- Reunions 20/21 
- Presentation of our esteemed St Anne Award 
- Other  business   
- Consideration of Annual Accounts 
- Election of Committee members for 2021/2022 
- Thanks to Office Bearers 
- General 

 
Welcome to the 114th Old Girls AGM 
 
New Guild Members Class of 2020 
I would like to welcome the Class of 2020 onto the Old Girls Guild as our new members. A 
reminder that new members pay a voluntary subscription to enjoy lifelong membership of the 
Guild. Proposer Debbie Erskine & Seconder Claire Hoatson. 
 
Class of 2020: 
Isabella Adlington-Corfield, Erin Ahier, Erin Armstrong, Sacha Armstrong, Shannon 
Armstrong, Tamsyn Arnol, Isabella Bailey, Natasha Baldwin, Nina Baynes, Alice Beckett, 
Jessica Bell, Megan Benians, Kristi Bester, Georgina Bracken, Jessica Brown, Kate Burnett, 
Sarah Church, Taytum Clark, Amy Coxon, Beth Coxon, Bridget Davies, Ariné De Villiers, 
Jessica Dunn, Frances Fowler, Dinah Frey, Holly Frost, Tatum-Lea Garvey, Grace George, 
Chloe Greathead, Isabella Harvey, Sophie Johnson, Abigail Jonsson, Ella Karan, Erin 
Keyser, Ivy Kiruri, Samantha Lambert, Hannah Lazenby, Jessica Leer, Thato Lethola, 
Ndimphiwe Ludwaba, Oratile Mbulawa, Ruby McCrae, Bronwyn McGraw, Caelan McKenzie,  
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
Kiara MCluckie, Luyanda Mhlongo, Hannah Mills, Tsholofelo Mkhari, Siphokazi Mnganga, 
Kutlwano Motau, Tshegofatso Motaung, Ogodiseng Mothudi, Lusanda Mtshali, Reneilwe 
Mtshatsheni, Kayleigh Naidoo, Jessica Nell, Chloe Norton, Namhla Ntshanga, Rebecca 
O’Connell, Alexa Peters, Ceilidh Pretorius, Rachel Randall, Samantha Reed, Natalie Rohrs, 
Georgina Romer-Lee, Olivia Rosenfels, Brooke Rossiter, Frances Schnell, Isabella 
Scribante, Kate Segar, Lesedi Shongwe, Nandi Sibanda, Olivia Smart, Natasha Stern, 
Sabrina Taylor, Danielle Terblanche, Ntandokazi Thabethe, Nompumelelo Tshabalala, Kate 
Turner 
 
We would like to remember the following Old Girls who have passed away after June 
2020 and we note their passing with great sadness.  
 
Angela Carter nee Tatham (1942), Angela ten Hoorn Boer nee Huxtable (1956), Ann 
Snaddon nee Donald (1953), Jenny Coleby nee Morton (1951), Lydia “Widge” Haines 
(1963), Mary Fagan nee Stevens (1967), Miranda Taylor nee Melouney (1974), Melanie Moe 
nee Mackay (1974), Pamela Ann Tapson nee Harding (1955), Alice Richter (2011), Shirley 
Francis Bennett nee Wilson (1943), Jenna English (2003), Nontuthuko Nana Giyose (2007), 
Isabella Field (2015), Alice Richter (2011) 
 
Please call out the name of anyone I have not mentioned and they will be noted. I confirm no 
new names added. Please now all stand for a minute’s silence in their memory. 
 

Special mention must be made of the following reunion years we celebrate over 2020 
and 2021: 

 
2020 : 2010, 2005, 2000, 1995, 1990, 1985, 1980, 1975, 1970, 1965, 1960, 1955 
2021 : 2011, 2006, 2001, 1996, 1991, 1986, 1981, 1976, 1971, 1966, 1961, 1956 
 
Following the cancellation of an official Old Girls’ Day hosted by the College, St Anne’s Old 
Girls’ Guild proposed we dedicate 2021 to be a year of celebrating the amazing lifelong 
friendships we made at school and to continue promoting friendly relations amongst Old 
Girls. We encouraged Reunion Year Groups to make contact with each other and to find a 
way of celebrating together be it in smaller groups or online. We would like to thank the 
organisers of each reunion for the time and effort they have spent in arranging get-togethers 
and we look forward to hearing about your reunions.  
 
Award Winners 
The St Anne’s Old Girls Guild is proud to award two types of awards each year: 

1) The first being our main award, the prestigious St Anne Award, which is awarded 
annually to an Old Girl whose dedicated service to the community goes above and 
beyond the call of duty.  

2) The second award being The Award of Excellence which is presented to Old Girls 
who model determination, success and excellence in their chosen field of endeavor - 
be it business, the arts, science, education etc. 

 
 
 
 

 



 

 
 
 
 

 
St Anne Award 

We are delighted to award Paula Owen the St Anne’s Award for 2021. 
 
Matriculating from St Anne’s in 1991, Paula went on to study a CIS (Chartered Institute of 
Secretaries) which to her parents horror she did not complete. She opted out for life in the 
workplace and started working at Style Eyes Clothing, a design and manufacturing supplier 
to local retailers. It is there that she met her husband Darin. She has 3 beautiful children 
Savannah, Joshua and Kristin.  

Paula remains a shareholder in businesses ranging from Clothing to Property. However, her 
heart has always gravitated toward the Non-Profit sector where she currently is Chairwoman 
of the Ilembe Chamber of Business’ NPO Forum, as well as Founder and Director of 
Summerhill House. 

Her vision for Summerhill was birthed out of 4 things: he yearning to be a mother to 
many,  

• As a young girl in SA in the 90’s - a desire for social justice,  

• Growing up in a country facing a HIV/Aids pandemic and 

• Meeting Gogo Esther a pillar in the heart of her community Etete. 
 

From literally walking the neighbourhood streets together 15 years ago and visiting the sick, 
down-trodden and hungry - Summerhill House NPC was born. The 15 year struggle has 
been real - but step by step land was acquired, funds were raised and buildings were built. 
Summerhill is a registered cluster-foster facility for the long-term care of orphaned and 
abandoned children. They currently have 11 children that call Summerhill home.  

It is also a Community Centre where homework, reading, sport, feeding and social care 
programs are provided to the greater community children and their families. Summerhill 
House provides assistance to a consistent 30 children a day, 15 crisis families a month and 
up to 200 children a day during their holiday feeding programs. Paula finds her greatest 
reward in the work that they she does. She is not just fulfilling a need but something that she 
has been called to do. We congratulate Paula on her award which is so deserving. 

Thank you Claire Hoatson for your commitment & dedication to this portfolio.  
 
School Shop 
Our school shops primary purpose remains the sale of secondhand uniforms to raise funds 
we contribute towards our Old Girls Bursary fund. This supports our objective to provide 
bursaries to selected and qualifying daughters of Old Girls to attend our beautiful College.  
 
Covid continues to have a negative impact on our shop sales and performance, but with our 
school returning to some sort of normality this year, we are confident trading will improve. 
Our shop Manager Michele Bosch does a remarkable job managing our cash flow and 
sourcing new projects in an attempt to minimise the financial impact of lockdown. A reminder 
that we have a wide range of memorabilia for sale either directly from our school shop or 
online via our memorabilia link. I encourage you to support us by purchasing memorabilia 
and therefore contributing to our bursary fund. Michele thank you for your unconditional 
support and dedication to our shop which does not go unnoticed. You have created a 
welcoming and happy environment for both our girls and new families who visit our shop. We 
also wish to thank Mike Acutt for his ongoing assistance and support during the year.  



 

 
 
 
 
 
Old Girls Bursaries 
One of the Guild’s primary objectives remains the provision of bursaries to selected and 
qualifying daughters of Old Girls who are then able to attend our College. We currently 
contribute towards 5 bursaries (one in each Grade from Grade 8 to Grade 12) awarded to 
very worthy and qualifying recipients.  
 
Old Girls Gatherings 
One of the main objectives of our Constitution is the promotion of friendly relations amongst 
the Old Girls. It is customary for us to hold “Bring and Share” functions around the country 
each year. Covid has obviously put a dampener on our functions this past year, but we are 
looking to resurrect our get-togethers again in 2021 where feasible.  We encourage you to 
attend these functions and to support each other in friendship and business, and to build a 
strong sisterhood out in the world.  
 
Thank you to Dinky Johnston and Claire Watt-Pringle who head up our Functions portfolio. 
Your professionalism and enthusiasm to deliver a successful event is amazing. Fingers 
crossed we are able to host our Old Girls during this year. 
 
Old Girls News 
We post Old Girls news whether it is family or career orientated on the Old Girls news page 
so do keep us updated as we love to share your news and achievements.  
 
Our Social Media Platforms and Website Links 
We keep you constantly updated with each other on FB, LinkedIn & Instagram.  We 
have 1771 followers on Facebook, 100 on Instagram (new site launched in March 2021) and 
314 LinkedIn followers on our new page (current LinkedIn connections still be transferred) – 
these are excellent platforms for Old Girls to support each other and keep in touch. 
 
We have an Update your Details page on the website. Please continue to keep us informed 
of your contact details. 
 
Our Old Girls Business Directory continues to grow. This directory lists businesses that are 
owned or partnered by an Old Girl so we can support each other through business 
relationships and networking. If you are an Old Girl who owns or partners in a business 
please contact Michelle Pieterse and she will ensure your business is listed on our website.  
 
We encourage you if you are looking for a supplier, or service provider, to first consider our 
Old Girls Business Directory and see if you can use or support the services of an Old Girl. 
 
Angela Wolf heads up the portfolio of Archives and works closely with Michelle on this front – 
all the old photographs are digitally archived, catalogued and preserved.  
 
Thanks to Debbie Erskine who heads up the Old Girls Liaison & Magazine portfolio. 
Magazines are distributed electronically each year with fewer hard copies printed.  
 
The Way Forward 
We were excited to join Karabo Che Mokoape in a Zoom meeting on 21st April 2021 giving 
Old Girls the opportunity to listen and engage in conversation with him regarding his role in 
assisting St Anne’s in our journey of growth and progression going forward. We extend a 
warm thanks to those of you who joined our Old Girls session.  



 

 
 
 
 
 
During the year, Karabo will continue to engage closely with a representative group of staff 
and girls, as well as interact with the whole student and staff body, and with parents and Old 
Girls on occasion. This is an exciting time for our college as we have the opportunity to grow 
into an enriched, sustainable space with a strong sense of belonging for all staff and girls. 
 
Our committee is excited to walk this road with our fellow Old Girls to support and to defend 
the importance of the process as required (to play our part) to achieve our goal of “Unity in 
Diversity”. It was great to have other Old Girls on the call - bringing the spirit of inclusivity - 
and for the school to open the lines of communication. Karabo emphasised that there 
ultimately needs to be acceptance that the status quo no longer serves all parties, and that 
changes are made through the spirt of enrichment i.e. by “adding” to existing structures and 
our rich history rather than “removing” or “taking away” from it. We encourage our Old Girls 
to continue to participate in this process going forward so we too can contribute and make a 
difference to effect positive change.  
 
Financials  
I report on behalf of our Treasurer, Tarryn Vincent, that there is good accounting governance 
in place with regards to the finances of the Old Girls Guild and that all AFS have been 
signed up to and including 2020. The Covid-19 pandemic has had a severe negative impact 
on all our business operations and as at the end of March 2021 we incurred a loss of R 
35,518. On a more positive note - April 2021 has been a good month for shop sales, we’ve 
seen markets begin to settle down post the initial outbreak of Covid and with tighter financial 
controls, we anticipate a better performance for the rest of our financial year. Should you 
have any questions on our financial issues please contact our Treasurer Tarryn Vincent, 
tpepworth@gmail.com. 

 

I would like to finish my report by extending my thanks to our wonderful Old Girls Guild 
Committee and office bearers. 
 
OGG Committee 
I am always astounded at the unconditional commitment, support and enthusiasm our 
committee members show in everything they do. This can be demonstrated by the fact that 
you all attended our committee meetings in person under difficult Covid conditions this past 
year. We have an incredibly dedicated team and it’s been a privilege serving with you all.  
 
A huge thank you too for your friendship, loyalty and love. I sleep better at night knowing I 
can pick up the phone anytime to banter with you about anything!  
 
A special note of thanks must go to Vicki Dillon for stepping up to take over the role of 
Secretary in 2020. A humble offer you made having just retired from the school Board the 
same year. Vicks you have mastered the art of minute taking and reiterate that your ability to 
make decisions and problem solve are a great asset to our committee. Your friendship and 
counsel have been invaluable to me during my time with the Guild and you are leaving huge 
shoes to fill when you retire at the end of this year. 
 
With reference to “big shoes to fill”, I wish to extend an enormous thank you to Tarryn 
Vincent for your commitment and time spent managing our finances. With your financial 
experience and management style, you have kept our ship sailing albeit in stormy waters. 
For the first time in our history, you have prepared and completed the Annual Financial  
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Statement for our last financial year (being 2020) within a month of year end!!! It is 
comforting to have you on own team knowing our finances are in sound hands.  
 
If anyone would like to join our fabulous committee or nominate someone please contact 
Michelle Pieterse. 
 
I would like a proposer and seconder for the 2021 Old Girls Guild new committee members 
please.  
 
Buyi Makhoba-Dlamini    Tsakane Mthenjane 
 
Proposer Vicki Dillon and Seconder Claire Watt-Pringle. 
 
Office Bearers 
 
Michelle Pieterse 
Where do I begin to thank Michelle for absolutely everything you do for the Guild and more. 
Your unconditional support, organisational skills, know-how and value add you bring to the 
Guild as our Old Girls Liaison and Archives officer is remarkable. Michelle also manages the 
Old Girls FB page, Instagram & LinkedIn accounts. Michelle is your point of contact for all 
Old Girls’ matters and can be contacted as follows: Ms Michelle Pieterse, 
ogg@stannes.co.za 
 
Jenna Mackenzie  
Thank you Jenna Mackenzie for your contribution as the schools Marketing & PR 
Coordinator. We also welcome Mel Klute as the school’s Marketing and Events Coordinator. 
We are excited to continue working with your team on new projects identified going forward.   
 
IS THERE ANYBODY WHO WOULD LIKE TO RAISE ANYTHING UNDER GENERAL?  
 
Thank you to members for attending our AGM . Let’s hope we can beat this Covid pandemic 
and maintain a low infection rate to allow us the opportunity to socialise and keep in touch 
with our fellow Old Girls during the months to come.  
 
I declare the Meeting closed. 
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