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Name Grade Mother Grandmother Great
Grandmother

Great Great
Grandmother

Rebecca Lonsdale 10 Vicci McNaught-Davis

Teagan MacFarlane 10 Amanda Buys

Kate Perrow 10 Belinda Kurz

Abby Talmage 10 Claire Scott

Kim van Rooyen 10 Jennifer Church

Catherine Viedge 10 Janet Wallis Jessamy Neumeyer Mary (Molly) Eileen Maling

Abby Williamson 10 Jean Elliot

Georgina Wolf 10 Angela Fowler

Nicole Bennett 9 Robin Francis Priscilla Davis Joan Tatham

Georgina Butcher 9 Alexandra Kay Sally Boyes
Judith Simpson Monica Hill

Rachel Butcher 9 Elizabeth Sutton

Bahati Dakile 9 Nonhlanhla Ntsuntsha Eileen Leonard

Philippa Erskine 9 Debbie Bennett Robin Francis Priscilla Davis Joan Tatham

Chloe Ferguson 9

Gabrielle Korrubel 9 Angelique Hunter Nancy Roberts Morkel

Lucy Lambert 9 Paddy Armstrong

Stephanie Langebrink 9 Roslyn Robinson

Georgina le Sueur 9 Natalie Yorke-Smith Christiane McKenzie

Grace Love 9 Diane Gordon Judith Carlisle

Grace McCarthy 9 Pauline Armstrong Deana Roberts

Amber McLuckie 9 Helen Wishart

Isabella Raw 9 Philippa Wilson Avril Challenor

Stephanie Siedle 9 Wendy Pepworth Jackie Tucker Eileen Robertson

Teagan Stanton 9 Cecily Turner

Sabrina Barnes 8 Judith Archibald

Ziphozenkosi Cele 8 Dumi Zungu

Megan Grout 8 Diana Ross

Ella Irons 8 Alison Pitt Susan Holsworth Monica Hill

Isabella Kay 8 Sally Boyes

Catherine Lazenby 8 Sara Starling Edna Boyes

Jemma Muir 8 Kate Strachan

Jenna Pepworth 8 Kerry Stott Jacqueline Tucker

Claire van Rooyen 8 Jennifer Church
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COLLEGE HEAD

I suspect that the many people who purposefully pick up this magazine can be separated into 
two categories – those who quickly page through the magazine, getting a “feel” for what St 
Anne’s 2019 year was like, and those who purposefully and deliberately consider its contents, 
taking their time to develop an understanding of the year rather than just a “feel”. I hope 
that whatever category you fall into (although the fact that you are reading this introduction 
suggests that you fall into the second category), you will, when you finally put down the book, 
have been enriched by your reading experience. 

2019, perhaps more than any year in the history of the College, provided ample proof of the 
holistic nature of our curriculum and of the exceptional successes achieved in the course of 
the delivery of this curriculum. The 2019 NSC Examination results, the achievements of our 
musicians, sportswomen, thespians, dancers, etc., should be very evident, even to those who 
do not engage in “deep reading”. 

But these successes are not, in themselves, our objectives. Instead, they provide evidence that 
our processes at St Anne’s are what they should be and that we are succeeding in developing 
the potential of the girls entrusted to our care during their crucial high school years.

CHAPLAIN

Two names stand out this year, names of young females, one living, one murdered, both prophets.

Prophets are people through whom God speaks into each generation. The prophets always call 
people back to living well, living respectfully, keeping God and the things of God central.

Uyinene Mrwetyana, childhood friend of Bonga Mbande (Matric 2018), went to a post office one 
Saturday and was raped and murdered. This brought Gender-Based-Violence very close to home. 
Fear, anger, frustration, hopelessness flooded our school community. Where do we find strength in 
times like this? We look to another who was stripped, beaten, murdered… but rose again.  He knows; 
He understands. We asked the question: What can we do to help men understand how we feel? 
There was a tension as we discussed the difference between asking men for support and succumbing 
to patriarchy. Her death is a prophetic call to all to see every human being as made in the image of 
God, each to be treated with reverence.

Greta Thunberg is the average age of a St Anne’s girl. She is a girl who went it alone, but whose 
message has resonated with so many. Last year she began a solo School Strike for Climate; this year 
she addressed the United Nations. She challenges us to live better, to care, to step out of our comfort 
zones. Like an Old Testament prophet she warns of the consequences of our actions if we do not 

Those readers already familiar with the essential character of St Anne’s will know that the College is more than the sum of the 
above successes. Hopefully even a quick read of the magazine will provide evidence of this character: evidence of happiness, of our 
alignment with the teachings of Jesus Christ, of the power of the female voice, of sincere concern for societal issues and of the needs 
of people beyond our immediate school community, and evidence of so much more.

Irrespective of how you go about engaging with this magazine, I am sure that you will join me in thanking Mrs Jenna McKenzie and her 
editorial team for the time and expertise devoted to compiling this glimpse into St Anne’s 142nd year of existence.

David Arguile  

change the way we live. But like the Old Testament prophets, few are listening to her. We need to do something; anything! We must not put 
on our analysis hats debating which contribution is better as this becomes an excuse for inaction. Do one thing, then when it is part of your life 
style, begin another. God has called us to care for the earth. We will need God’s help to transform our mindsets and value systems.

Rev Susan van Niekerk



Board & College Staff

ACADEMIC STAFF
Back Row: Mrs J Forrest, Mrs M Sileno, Mr C Hornby, Mr K Nero, Mr M Wessels, Mr F Sumbula

Fifth Row: Mrs C Capon, Mrs R Dyer, Miss A Potgieter, Miss J Trodd, Mrs D Ross, Mr C Elmer-English, Mrs N Thompson, Mrs C van der Merwe, 
Ms A Morgan, Mrs A Armstrong, Miss C Pieterse

Fourth Row: Mrs V Crossman, Mrs C Darroch, Miss E Banda, Mrs A Theron, Ms P Cameron, Ms D Maurer, Mrs C Crampton, Ms R Padayachee, 
Mr R Jones, Mrs L Zuma, Mrs M Randall, Mrs L Jenkins

Third Row: Ms S Mshengu, Mrs M van Deventer, Mrs J Pollard, Mrs B Mantle, Mr A Gilfillan, Mrs A Hibbert, Mr R Pennefather, Mrs C Oelofsen, 
Mrs P Peacock, Mrs L Janas, Miss K Sanders

Second Row: Miss S Klaas, Miss E Emsley, Mrs R Pillay, Mrs S Steyn, Mr R Oosthuizen, Ms L Chemaly, Mrs T Perrett, Mrs L Kelmanson, 
Mrs M von Maltzahn, Mrs C Mofokeng, Ms J Preiss, Mrs B Smith

Front Row: Rev Dr S van Niekerk, Mrs U Ramnarain, Mr T Radebe, Ms M Filmer, Mrs D Martin, Mr D Arguile, Mr T van Niekerk, Mrs B Hyde, 
Mrs M Baijnath, Mrs C Jansen, Mrs T Gillham

BOARD OF GOVERNORS
Back Row: Mr I Shongwe, Dr G Herbert, Mr N Jonsson, Mr D Arguile, Mr A Waller

Second Row: Mr P Ducasse, Mrs V Dillon, Mr B Bournes-Harper, Mr M Ferguson, The Ven P Mosdell
Front Row: Mrs G Motau, Mrs K Greene, Dr U Moseneke

Absent: Mr C Ireland
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BOARDING STAFF
Back Row: Ms S Mhlongo, Ms J Trodd, Ms A Morgan, Mr F Sumbula, Ms C Pieterse, Ms S Mkhize

Third Row: Ms K Kunene, Mrs M Baijnath, Ms T Mkize, Ms E Banda, Ms S Ntshangase, Ms S Mhlongo, Rev S van Niekerk, Ms N Shezi
Second Row: Ms C Zuma, Ms S Klaas, Mrs L Dube, Ms E Emsley, Ms Z Madlala, Ms L Zulu, Ms S Nxele

Front Row: Mrs L Timmerman, Mrs M Tapson, Mrs J Shingler, Mrs D Martin, Mrs B Hyde, Mrs J Schorn, Mrs B Philpot, Mrs L Fairweather

ADMIN & FINANCE STAFF
Back Row: Mrs T Woodgate, Ms T Mkhize, Mr L MacDougall, Mr M Duncan, Mrs L Schnoor, Mr J Reed, Mrs W Harris

Second Row: Miss E Naicker, Mrs J McKenzie, Mr P Ngcobo, Mrs P Bhola, Mr M Nyandu, Miss N Sibetha
First Row: Ms M Pieterse, Mrs L Brunyee, Mr M Acutt, Mr D Arguile, Mrs B Strydom, Mrs J Cook, Ms P Wilson
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HOUSEKEEPING STAFF
Back Row: Ms I Mwelase, Ms S Mchunu, Ms Z Mchunu

Front Row: Ms S Simelane, Ms L Makhathini, Ms L Zondi 
Absent: Ms J Madlala

LAUNDRY STAFF
Back Row: Ms S Dlamini, Ms D Mkhwanazi, Ms B Hlela, 

Ms P Funeka, Ms T Mokwena
Front Row: Ms B Mnomiya, Mrs P Iyer, Ms S Mchunu

CATERING STAFF
Back Row: Mrs J Sithole, Mr A Dofile, Ms N Mchunu, Mrs P Zuma

Third Row: Ms N Sithole, Ms V Buthelezi, Ms L Mncwabe, Mrs E Sithole
Second Row: Mrs D Masango, Ms P Ndebele, Mrs T Ndebele, Ms W Bhengu, Ms L Mkhize, Mrs B Nyandu

Front Row: Mrs D Zondo, Mr G Khumalo, Ms M Gaines, Ms M Bekker, Mrs L Mbeje
Absent: Mrs K Mothilal
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SANATORIUM STAFF
Ms L Bhengu, Mrs G Gotte, Mrs S Mills, Mrs S Oberholzer, 

Ms M Radebe

SECURITY STAFF
Back Row: Mr C Ngcobo, Mr F Ndlela, Mr S Zondi

Front Row: Mr C Phungula, Mr D Mthalane, Mr M Duncan, Mr T 
Bambelo, Mr S Msane

SUPPORT STAFF
Back Row: Mr S Buthelezi, Mr M Duncan, Mr L Mchunu

Third Row: Mr M Khanyile, Mr M Dofile, Mr G Maduna, Mr M Mchunu, Mr D Fakude, Mr B Gambu
Second Row: Ms E Mbanjwa, Mr H Mchunu, Mr J Khomba, Mr H Sikhakhane, Mr P Ndlazi

Front Row: Mr S Ngubane, Mr D Zuma, Mr R Madondo, Mr I Ngidi, Mr C Makhathini, Mr W Ndlaba
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Valete

Alison joined St Anne’s in 2014 working as the Old Girls Liaison and College Archivist. Her colleague, Jenna 
McKenzie, described her in a farewell speech as “an absolute pleasure to work with”. 

Alison worked closely with the Old Girls Guild committee members, organising events and serving as a critical 
link between the Old Girls and the College. 

On the archival side, she worked tirelessly to catalogue and digitise the College’s archive. Alison also joined the 
FSMA - Forum for School Museums and Archives - and was treasurer for that group for some time, assisting 
with the organisation of their annual conference.

In February 2019 Alison moved to Perth, Australia, together with her husband and their two young children. 
We wish them lots of happiness and success Down Under. 

Alison Ascough
Old Girls’ Liaison & Archives

Caroline brought a great deal of enthusiasm and interest to the Geography Department. Her drive 
and passion for Geography and the environment meant a lot to the girls she taught. Her beautifully 
decorated classroom made the subject come alive for her students and through Caroline, they learnt 
to appreciate the beauty and variety of planet earth and its people. She loved interacting with the girls 
and could identify with them over their concerns and interests. Her love of the subject is illustrated 
by her love of travel and there is barely a corner of the planet that Caroline has not been. She could 
answer any geographical question the girls threw at her, drawing from her vast understanding and 
practical experience. 

Having her finger on the pulse contributed to the successful setting of the current affairs quizzes as 
well as keeping up with the latest subject trends. Her dedication is appreciated by the people who 
worked with her and all the girls she taught. 

Caroline has been a loyal friend to many staff members; she has demonstrated genuine interest and 
care for her friends and colleagues. Tea-time would invariably involve Caroline chatting to a group of 
friends who would end up in stitches owing to her wicked sense of humour and infectious laugh. She is 
greatly missed. We wish her well as she settles into retirement after her long and fruitful service within 
the closely-knit community of St Anne’s. 

Caroline Darroch
Geography Teacher 
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In a farewell speech, the College Head referred to Trish as “The Mother Theresa of our St Anne’s community 
– caring beyond the call of duty, almost, but fortunately not quite, to her own detriment”. Trish cared not only 
for the girls but for staff too and counselled both groups, often well after hours. She spent countless hours 
at nearby hospitals visiting staff and girls, visited ill staff members at home and was known for popping little 
gifts into the pigeon holes on birthdays. She was always the first to put up her hand to officiate at interhouse 
athletics and swimming events, as well as to assist teachers who needed special favours. Her contribution 
to our Great Adventure Programme has been a significant one and we hope to continue making use of her 
services in this area when her travel programme allows. It was a difficult decision for her to leave St Anne’s 
but her husband Steve’s retirement offered the couple the opportunity to travel and generally do things that 
their work commitments had previously made impossible. Retirement now offers Trish the opportunity to 
also devote more quality time to her two grandchildren, of whom she is immensely proud. 

Trish Gillham
School Counsellor 
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Joy has been an inspirational teacher for over 40 years and the girls at St Anne’s have been so fortunate that she 
has shared four of these with them. She has provided a personal and safe space for girls to share their deepest 
emotions through their creativity. The impact that she has had on many girls and boys’ lives is reflected in 
the fact that so many keep in touch with her after leaving school. This suggests that she was far more than an 
excellent teacher, but was a significant person who affected them deeply. This is a fine tribute to her. 

Monique van Deventer, who worked with Joy in the Art Department, describes her as “a creative genius” and 
feels enormously privileged to have had Joy as a kind and generous mentor.  

Joy’s inimitable sense of style has fascinated the girls – her gorgeous colours & textures, wild earrings, pink hair, 
quirky shoes, and those handbags! – the zanier the better – and she carried it all off with such aplomb. Joy, keep 
rocking the jumble sales, enjoy your retirement, and please keep Howick young!

Joy Preiss 
Head of Visual Art

Rory taught both English & Geography at Carter High where he headed up the Geography department. 
He earned his English honours, his Geography honours and went on to register for his Masters in 1997, 
which is when he moved to St Anne’s to head up our Geography department.

Rory is a great athlete who has won the Dusi Canoe Marathon more than once as well as many other 
local and international races. He won the Iron Man in 1984 and followed up with a second place the 
next year. He was asked to represent South Africa at the International Iron Man and was awarded 
Springbok colours for three different canoeing disciplines: Marathon, Slalom and White Water, and 
captained the Springbok team that toured Spain in 1980. It is not surprising that St Anne’s canoeing 
grew from strength to strength under Rory’s guidance and coaching. 

Rory is known for his dry and wicked sense of humour and his genuine kindness which has led to many 
close friendships all over the world. He has always led a full home life with his wife, Jenny, and their 
children, Camilla, Simon, Carl and Gigi, who he regularly spends time with at home, on a river or in 
the sea. He likes to joke that Camilla’s medical degree is his retirement plan, but he speaks often and 
with enormous affection about his family and their shared adventures. We wish Rory all the best as he 
enters retirement and are comforted by the fact that he will still be involved with St Anne’s canoeing, 
hopefully for many years to come. 

Rory Pennefather
Geography

Bridget dedicated 20 years of service to St Anne’s where she derived immense joy and satisfaction. 
Her passion and interest is in the development of people and St Anne’s provided the perfect platform 
to fulfil this. She is a principled person, a strategic thinker, a maximiser of everything and a blessing to 
those around her. She also has an amazing sense of humour and during her time at St Anne’s she was 
involved in many areas of College life. Bridget taught Information and Digital Literacy, Mathematics 
and was involved with staff development and IT training. 

Her Maths colleague and friend, Andrea Morgan, had these words to say about Bridget at her farewell: 
“When Bridget commits to a course of action, she gives of her very best. She always puts more than 
expected into her teaching and maximises every opportunity that comes her way. We all want to teach 
at a high standard and Bridget was a great standard bearer. She has appreciated all the opportunities 
that the school offers and took great delight in following the girls through their years at St Anne’s. She 
is fascinated by the psychology of the teenager.” 

Bridget is known for the immense support that she has shown her family over the years and spends 
most holidays in the Cape with her grandchildren. We hope that Bridget enjoys the free time that 
retirement will bring and spending even more time with her beloved family.

Bridget Smith 
Maths & Information Digital Literacy 
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COLLEGE HEAD 
David Arguile

Mr Arguile welcomed the Guest of Honour, Dr 
Rajab, the Board Chairman, Mr Jonsson and Board 
members, special guests, parents and the young 
ladies of St Anne’s. He thanked everyone for taking 
the time to attend.

He reflected on the past year as a mixture of happy 
and sad experiences. Happily, the positives far 
outweighed the negatives. The shock and sadness 
of Ms Juliet Sithole’s sudden passing, after 33 years 
of service, highlighted the special community spirit 
of the College. This was strongly evident when past 
and present staff and girls gathered at her memorial 
service. Over the year, various members of staff had 
recovered from ill health and serious accidents. 
He made mention of, and thanked members of 
staff who had left the College in 2019, for their 
dedication and loyalty.

He continued by thanking members of the Steering 
Committee, his PA, Barbara Strydom, and his wife, 
Venita, for their support, as well as the Chairman for 
his personal support, leadership and commitment 
to the College. He also thanked the Foundation 
under the Chairmanship of Mr David Polkinghorne.
Lastly, he thanked the entire staff, parents and girls of St Anne’s, acknowledging the leadership of the Head Girl, Georgie Armstrong and her Deputy, 
Lerato Moephuli.

David referred to our impressive College campus which provides a caring, peaceful environment in which girls can study safely. In contrast, he reminded 
everybody of the often atrocious physical conditions in which many South African pupils attempt to study and write exams. In addition, many children 
continue to be exposed to life-threatening situations, violence and even murder in schools – the very spaces which are supposed to be safe havens. He 
reminded us that conditions were not necessarily better in the past; the apartheid era was undeniably unjust, shameful and turbulent, with protests 
and often a military presence inside schools. 

“Why then”, he asked, in a safe and peaceful environment such as St Anne’s, “are so many of our girls anxious and stressed”? He quoted from an 
American Psychological Association report, stating:

• today’s teens generally feel more stressed than their parents

• girls aged between 12 and 17 years are reported as being three times more likely than boys to become depressed.

It was pointed out that stress and anxiety are vital healthy life conditions which, when managed appropriately, allow for personal growth through 
meeting challenges. He was confident that the stress girls encounter at St Anne’s is mostly of a healthy kind. Stress becomes unhealthy when it exceeds 
whatever a girl can absorb and benefit from.

David referred to Lisa Damour’s book Under Pressure, in which she emphasizes the importance of facing one’s fears. Parents and teachers must thus 
avoid dysfunctional rescuing of the girls and instead help them to face and engage with the source of their anxiety.

He again referred to Damour in suggesting six actions for consideration:

• More is not always better “when it comes to information, scheduling activities or enjoying personal luxuries”.

• We should assist girls to deal effectively with conflict. Damour refers to the martial art aikido – stepping aside when someone is coming 
at you. “Just because a problem is thrown at you doesn’t mean you have to catch it.” “Holding one’s fire is not the same as surrendering.”

• We have to help girls realise that social media is one big furniture showroom, a “highlights reel” which is not fully representative of people.

• A fear-driven work ethic may yield excellent results, but constant over-exertion can become unsustainable. Our girls should build real skills, 
know how to work hard when necessary, and rely on their talents when not specifically prepared.

• We must focus on who, and not what, girls will become. Research showed that girls with critical parents, who over-emphasized academic 
and professional achievement, were the most stressed.

• Both affluence and its absence can cause stress and anxiety. Mrs Debbie Martin is leading a programme with girls to create awareness of 
practices which highlight economic diversity, and exacerbate anxiety in economically-challenged girls. In contrast, Damour reveals that 
girls from the wealthiest neighbourhoods in the United States are 2-3 times more likely to suffer from stress and depression than girls from 
middle-income homes. Wealthy girls can also experience stress from high expectations of entering the right university and career path, 
in order to maintain their affluent lifestyles.

David concluded that the number of St Anne’s girls with unhealthy stress levels is very much in the minority. Nonetheless, he emphasized that parents 
and staff should ensure that our attitudes and practices do not inadvertently contribute to poor mental health and unhappiness, and he encouraged 
everybody to explore some of the issues highlighted.
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HEAD GIRL  
Georgina Armstrong

Georgina Armstrong, 2019 Head Girl, greeted special guests Dr Devi Rajab, Mr Jonsson, Mr Arguile, parents, staff and her fellow “Ladies in Blue”.

Georgie identified that all the girls presently at St Anne’s were a part of Generation Z - apparently a pretty lazy bunch, fixated on technology. Happily, 
according to McKinsey and Co, it is also a pragmatic generation anchored in ‘the search for truth’. Its members mobilise themselves for causes and 
believe in the power of dialogue to solve conflict and make the world a better place. This year, she and Lerato had joined an organization called 
Generation We, formed to help dispel negative perceptions of today’s youth, by creating a space for dialogue, discussion and action. The group had 
discussed gender issues, undertaken a beach clean-up and joined in a food drive with Rise Against Hunger.

She acknowledged that transformation and social change are often uncomfortable and difficult ongoing processes. Embracing such discomfort 
allows for growth and eventual change, and she expressed hope that Generation Z would continue to encourage change.

Georgie said her time at St Anne’s had gone by very quickly and she was so grateful for her years at St Anne’s. She had been exposed to a multitude 
of life lessons, one of which she shared:

Rev Dr van Niekerk encourages us to stop and breathe, in order to come into the present moment to seize the day, and live fully. Georgie had learnt 
that living fully in the moment enables us to experience life richly. We are often so busy rushing to the next item on our to-do-list, that we ignore 
the present moment. Georgie said she could not express how important living in the moment physically and mentally had been for her personal 
growth, as well as appreciating the beautiful things around her. She quoted Orison Swett Marden: “Don’t wait for extraordinary opportunities, seize 
common occasions and make them great”.

Georgie expressed her appreciation of our beautiful campus. She thanked Mr Duncan and the ground staff for keeping the grounds so well, the 
cleaning and laundry staff for all their hard work and the security staff for their protection. Ms Gaines and her catering team were acknowledged for 
delicious food, their energy and warm smiles.

She thanked the San Sisters for caring for everybody in sickness, and Mrs Gillham, Mrs van Niekerk and Miss Mehlo for creating a safe, welcoming 
space. She noted the recent growing emphasis on mental health. Millie, Prince and John were thanked for all their support and for providing safe 
transport.

Georgie was most appreciative of the holistic education at St Anne’s, which involved all departments. She thanked Mr van Niekerk and all the 
teachers for their dedication. She thanked Rev van Niekerk for her wise guidance and for teaching her to walk humbly with God. She also felt 
privileged to have learnt from, and been advised by, Mr Arguile. She said the happiness of the school was largely due to his principled leadership and 
consistency. She thanked him for his dedication to the College.

Georgie thanked the Housemothers for their love and for being second moms, and the interns for their fun companionship. She was especially 
appreciative of Mrs Martin’s mentorship, servant leadership, strength, care, life lessons and always thinking of the girls’ interests. 

Her biggest thanks were for her parents who gave her the opportunity to attend St Anne’s, for the values they instilled in her and for all their 
guidance. She thanked her brothers, grandparents and extended family for their support and love.

Georgie went on to acknowledge all the “Ladies in Blue” who will undoubtedly become strong and confident and represent the 21st Century St 
Anne’s Old Girl. She thanked the girls for supporting herself and Lerato and congratulated Tsholofelo Mkhari and Ariné de Villiers on their roles for 
2020.

The Matrics of 2019 have been 
described as notorious, zealous, 
passionate, loud and extremely bright. 
Georgie pointed out the high number 
of honours blazers representing the 
depth of talent across sport, culture 
and academics. She urged her peers 
to maintain their friendships. Georgie 
said the Andrews Matric group bond 
and fun was a highlight in her high 
school career and she will miss all her 
friends terribly.

To Lerato, Georgie expressed great 
admiration for her leadership, loyalty 
and Godliness. She thanked her for 
her instant friendship and for teaching 
her different perspectives on life. She 
wished her a future of abundance.

Finally, Georgie told the girls what an 
honour it had been to be their Head 
Girl and a privilege to serve the school.

She thanked Dr Devi Rajab for sharing 
her experience and wisdom, and 
presented her with a small gift.



National Senior Certificate Results

DISTINCTIONS IN ALL 7 SUBJECTS (12):
Georgina Armstrong, Georgina Baker, Maya Fleischer, Siobhán Forbes-Wilkinson, Gemma Gauntlett, Emma Griffin, Christina Herridge, 

Jade Howard, Grace Kitshoff, Yolandi Koekemoer, Leah Kriel, Jessica Parker 

DISTINCTIONS IN 6 SUBJECTS (12):
Abigail Arnold, Rachel Brown, Anja Dippenaar, Josie Dobeyn, Kate Gerrish, Hannah Haines, Caitlin Mackenzie, Bonolo Mokoka, 

Mikki-B Rey, Jodi Sadik, Demi Talmage, Kezia Taylor 

DISTINCTIONS IN 5 SUBJECTS (6):
Katherine Burnett, Kirstyn Densham, Morgan Grieveson, Stephanie Jay, Georgia Lupton-Smith, Anna Thornton-Dibb 

DISTINCTIONS IN 4 SUBJECTS (10): 
Courtney Crookes, Ayabonga Hlatshwayo, Tayana Madiro, Frances Martin, Pili Mthethwa, Sbongakonke Kuhle Ngubo, 

Anna Thornton-Dibb, Hannah van Niekerk, Sarah Whyte, Anna Willis 

Distinctions were achieved in the following subjects:

Accounting 7 out of 16 candidates IsiZulu FAL 10 out of 14 candidates

Afrikaans FAL 17 out of 68 candidates Life Orientation 76 out of 88 candidates

Consumer Studies 11 out of 29 candidates Life Sciences 23 out of 55 candidates

Dramatic Arts 13 out of 23 candidates Maths Literacy 20 out of 23 candidates

English Home Language 33 out of 88 candidates Mathematics 26 out of 66 candidates

French 8 out of 14 candidates Music 2 out of 6 candidates

Geography 10 out of 34 candidates Physical Sciences 14 out of 33 candidates

History 24 out of 38 candidates Visual Arts  16 out of 22 candidates

All 88 of our girls passed and collectively achieved a 99% Bachelor Degree certification rate which will entitle them to apply for a Bachelor 
Degree course at a South African university. The IEB as a whole achieved a pass rate of 98,82% with a 89,5% Bachelor Degree certification 
achievement. 

Our 88 candidates produced a total of 310 individual subject distinctions which equates to an average of 3,52 distinctions per pupil. This is the 
highest average number of distinctions achieved in recent years. 

Maya Fleischer, our 2019 Dux, was included in the IEB list of candidates for Outstanding Achievement (ranked within the top 
5% in 6 or more Subjects and achieving a rating level of 7 in Life Orientation) 

12 girls achieved distinctions in all 7 of their subjects 
12 girls achieved distinctions in 6 of their subjects

60 girls achieved an average of 75% or more 
34 girls achieved an average of 80% or more 
17 girls achieved an average of 85% or more 

The 2019 cohort achieved a total of 23 individual results in the top 1% of candidates per subject, these include two 
achievements for AP English and AP Mathematics. 

NOTABLE ACHIEVEMENTS

The following girls were listed in the IEB top 1% of candidates per subject: 

AP English Georgia Lupton-Smith IsiZulu Sbongakonke Kuhle Ngubo 

AP Mathematics Maya Fleischer Life Orientation Georgina Baker, Rachel Brown, 
Maya Fleischer, Emma Griffin 

Afrikaans Anja Dippenaar Life Sciences Maya Fleischer, Kezia Taylor 

Consumer Studies Rachel Brown, Emma Griffin, Kezia Taylor Mathematical Literacy Siobhán Forbes-Wilkinson, 
Bridget McNally, Charlie Sabatta 

Geography Emma Griffin, Jessica Parker Mathematics Maya Fleischer, Jessica Parker 

History Maya Fleischer Physical Sciences Maya Fleischer, Jessica Parker
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Information Technology
INFRASTRUCTURE & HARDWARE 
An additional 200 devices were added to our network in 2019. To cater 
for this growth, the College secured 300Mb bandwidth with a failover 
link for our internet usage. We budgeted to improve wireless coverage 
across our campus as demand increases and we seamlessly moved from 
an average of 200 concurrently connected devices, to about 550 by the 
end of 2019. We are gradually transitioning to cloud storage and moving 
more server related functionality offsite, as fibre availability and reliability 
increases in the area. The Grade 8 HP College-issued student device along 
with a stylus pen has proved popular with the girls, allowing them to 
engage further with content that needs to be hand-written but stored in 
one place digitally. 

STUDENT TRAINING & ENGAGEMENT  
The Information & Digital Literacy Bootcamp at the beginning of the 
year for new girls ran smoothly. The girls were introduced to Microsoft 
OneNote and they were encouraged to keep their notes using the digital 
application. Staff created subject workbooks in OneNote for all junior 
classes, laying out their expectations and general themes for the year. 
The girls have keenly adopted this digital form of notetaking and note 
distribution. It has proved very beneficial to the girls’ general organisation 
of their studies and has fostered improved typing skills and use of the 
stylus.

Windows 10 continues to be modified for a more cloud-based world, and 
with it comes brand-new challenges.  However, this last year of laptop 
rollouts has seen fewer breakages or faulty parts reported and far fewer 
classroom callouts for help with device functionality.  We do seem to 
have consolidated the best features available to us currently with the HP 
11 G2.

The IDL Bootcamp in the Grade 8’s first week at St Anne’s went very 
smoothly. It laid out key expectations and guidelines on usage and 
responsibility when using a laptop to aid one’s studies. This, coupled 
with timetabled lessons in digital literacy through our IDL programme, 
has created a digital fluency in the younger grades that simply would not 
exist without pupils having their own devices.

Staff training this year continued to build on the digital literacy framework 
we give to the girls. The concepts covered have included cloud storage 
& collaboration using Google Drive and Docs, digital note-taking & 
organisation using OneNote, digital time & date management using 
Microsoft Outlook, digital assessment using Google Forms and Socrative, 
online reading skills, typing skills, using other digital tools such as Moodle, 
Kahoot, Prezi, and Adobe Acrobat for digital signage.

STAFF TRAINING & ENGAGEMENT  
A Digital Literacy Champion was nominated per subject. This champion 
was responsible for looking at subject lesson plans and content, and 
providing suggestions where improvements could be made to better suit 
a digital learning environment. The champions are provided with extra IT 
training and the main focus has been the distribution of content via the 
OneNote digital platform. All staff who teach Grades 8 to 9 were involved 
in training at the end of 2018 to ensure a subject binder was ready for the 
girls to import at the beginning of the year. 

Planned focus in these three areas has promoted a more unified and 
consistent classroom approach regarding appropriate use of laptops, 
organisation and distribution of notes, and it has allowed for more 
exposure to digital assessment. It is rewarding to witness a purposeful 
uptake of technology within education by both teachers and students.
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GRADE 12
Back Row: Erin Magrobi, Kirstyn Densham, Dominique Teichmann, Anna Thornton-Dibb, Josie Dobeyn, Kristin Bouwer, Sbongakonke Ngubo, 

Stephanie Jay
Seventh Row: Rachel Brown, Morgan Grieveson, Jodi Sadik, Hannah Haines, Jodi Lee, Jessica Woollam, Jamie Gilson, Arabella Clouston, 

Olivia Mackenzie, Caitlin Mackenzie, Yolanda Matji
Sixth Row: Bonolo Mokoka, Jessica Parker, Frances Martin, Tara Walther, Stephanie van Niekerk, Yolandi Koekemoer, Erin Viljoen, 

Grace Kitshoff, Leah Kriel, Paige Phelps, Anna Willis, Maya Fleischer
Fifth Row: Emma Griffin, Anja Dippenaar, Georgina Baker, Isabella Latter, Katherine Burnett, Savanna Alexander, Demi Talmage, 

Charlie Sabatta, Mikki-B Rey, Alice Perrow, Julianne Lewis
Fourth Row: Kelli Frew, Nwabisa Ngotho, Gemma Gauntlett, Ayabonga Hlatshwayo, Neo Gumede, Thembalihle Xulu, Georgia McCall, 

Kate Gerrish, Tegan Garvey, Carla Meaker, Tayana Madiro, Emily Crowe
Third Row: Kezia Taylor, Ashley Low, Caroline Wenke, Abigail Arnold, Senate Seeiso, Bridget McNally, Tayla Berchowitz, Hannah van Niekerk, 

Mia Bradford, Emily Anders, Jessica Bompas
Second Row: Ashley Markham, Amy McLean-Banks, Catherine Rich, Sophie Holt, Lungile Mkhize, Alexandria Magero, Kungathi Mngoma, 

Georgia Lupton-Smith, Lauren Roberts, Pili Mthethwa, Ashleigh Hold, Justine Lister
Front Row: Olwethu Ntiyane, Reolebogile Sachane, Sarah Whyte, Emma van Zyl, Georgina Armstrong, Mrs U Ramnarain, Lerato Moephuli, 

Jade Howard, Siobhán Forbes-Wilkinson, Courtney Crookes, Christina Herridge
Absent: Rebecca Thomson
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Matric Farewells
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Matric Ball
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Creative Writing & Visual Art
THE HEAT OF SUMMER

Winner of the Tatham Essay Prize for Creative Writing

Ever since I have been a child, December has been spent in the itching 
heat and blistering sun of Mpumalanga. Our holiday destination is 
Number 5, Recoleta Estate. No other place holds as many memories as 
White River does, and every time we drive up the steep road leading to 
the gate house, I am overwhelmed by a torrential flood of past Summers 
spent with my family.

My cousin’s terracotta home is covered in jasmine and ivy and when the 
snaking vines bloom, the air is choked with their perfume. The rolling lawn 
and gravel driveway are either baking in the sun or drenched in Summer 
rain. Lining the cool, blue pool are large pots bursting with miniature 
citrus trees. The tangled branches hang heavy with amber fruits glistening 
from the previous evening’s storm. Sheltered by a canopy of grape vines, 
is the worn table we eat around every evening and the large clay pizza 
oven where we char homemade pizzas. In the evenings, my uncle lights 
a fire in the blackened fire-pit that overlooks the garden. Accompanied 
by an orchestra of Christmas beetles and crickets, we spend our evenings 
around the crackling flames.

The morning begins with a mug of “rooibos” cupped between my chilly 
hands. I drink my tea next to the tumble of coals in the fire-pit. The 
morning dew makes the coals send eddies of smoke into the hazy morning 
air. I turn my attention to the sloping garden and the smudged horizon 
in the distance. Legogote mountain stands tall, silhouetted against the 
brightening sky. The sun, which has split like a soft-boiled egg is dripping 
its orange yolk over the white clouds.

The air heats up as the sun climbs higher into the dense air. My mum and 
my aunt wake up, and we rouse the late risers with the aroma of fried 
bacon and freshly brewed coffee, steaming in its pot. The temperature 
rises alongside the sounds of laughter and cutlery on crockery. Sweat 
begins to pool along my back and by the time we have cleared the table, 
I am ready for a swim.

The surface of the water shatters below my feet and my body is swallowed 
by the icy water. The initial chill shocks me and I rise, breaking the surface 
with a gasp. Within seconds, my body has adjusted to the water and I am 
revived. I float on my back, with my freckled face turned up towards the 
sun. Soon, my bliss is interrupted, and with a thundering splash, the boys 
send waves slapping against the edge of the pool. 

LIMINAL TREPIDATION
Oil Paint on Canvas

This piece conveys the artist’s experience of 
drowning in anxiety, an all-consuming disease, and 
the associated hope or fantasy of transitioning out 

of this state.  
Stephanie van Niekerk

My dad emerges from the house balancing a box of litchis and a tray of mango slices in his arms. All four of us clamber out of the pool and rush 
up towards him. Drops of water pool in large puddles. I grab a slice of mango and make my way back to the pool.

The fruit bursts in my mouth and sends sweet, sticky dribbles down my chin and my fingers. With my feet dangling in the water and my hair 
dripping down my back, I suck the last bits of golden flesh off the waxy skin. 

The rest of my family joins me next to the pool and soon, there is a pile of rust coloured litchi peels on the scorching tiles. I bite into the knobbly 
fruit and the casing pops with a burst of chalky liquid. I quickly peel away the skin to expose the pearly flesh, and bite into it to mask the taste 
of the rough peel. My mouth fills with the sweet taste that will forever remind me of Christmas. I discard the curled peel next to the box and 
reach in for another litchi.

My Decembers are spent soaking up the shimmering heat next to my cousins’ pool. Every time I experience the feeling of icy water on my hot 
skin or I hear the chirp of a cricket, my mind floods with memories. Every time I watch the sun rise, I can see the orange yolk spilling over the 
lowveld horizon and every time my mouth fills with the flavour of mango or litchi, I am transported straight back into the heat of Summer.
 
Christina Herridge                                                                                        



AFRICAN FARAWAY TREE
Ceramic

Inspired by the African bush, this 
ceramic portrays aspects of both 

Africa and the artist herself  
Kezia Taylor
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CHAINED TO MY GENES 
Cement sculptures with wire and chains

The artist discovered the story of her ancestor, Ansela, who was originally from Guinea and 
imprisoned as a slave at the Castle in Cape Town. The piece explores the artist’s genetic link to 
Ansela (represented by the chains) who was freed by the loving persistence of a German man, 
Laurens Campher, whom she later married. Together they established Muratie Winefarm where 
they lived very happily until their deaths. The artist was inspired on visiting their original farm and 

reflecting on the life of Ansela. 
Frances Martin

First Prize Douglas Livingstone Poetry 

The world is alive with magic 
I see it every day 
The logs fall in the fire place
 And tiny fairies spiral up the chimney 
A dandelion seed floats by 
kisses on the cheek
its tuft of troll-hair suspended  
An ancient wrinkle, off a tree
 In the early autumn, when the world is crisp 
  Powders underneath stomping feet
Gumboots and puddles 
 t.t.t.t. goes the rain rain rain 
    A thousand tiny-folk-feet on roofs
Minty-chocolate eyes that sparkle 
Eye contact across a room 
  Both bursting into bubbles 
  some inside-joke hilarity 
Bananas and peanut-butter
 On Saturday afternoon, hockey match done 
 Sun blazing eye-level 
  And the floor grows long and striped
The world is brimming with magic
Look closer  

Grace Kitshoff



IT IS THE NIGHT – THE MASQUERADE

Winner of the Sheila Groom Poetry Prize 

Joy bubbles were scattered,
In cheesy smiles on powdered faces:

Click, snap, flash; 
I heard the trip of the shutter.

Friends needed to be reintroduced. 
Beauty was captured through the lens. 
Faces hidden as preying eyes glowed.

 
Shoes as quick as nightfall fell:  

Inches lost,
Memories gained

Sudden flashes flicker
in dreams. 

Lerato Moephuli
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RESTRICTED 
Pencil drawings and mixed media

The bound hands symbolise how seeking perfection has hindered the artist and the red roses the endless, supporting 
love of a mother. 

Anna Thornton-Dibb

TEENAGE TRANSITION 
Graphite portrait with mixed media on paper

The artwork portrays the tricky period of time between 
childhood and adulthood and the demands faced as a 

result of not quite fitting in to either age group. 
Josie Dobeyn

You have a ballot in your hand 
Stained with blood,
Worth thousands of lives.
I wish you could see its value
The work so many did to feel its papery touch 
But you stand here with that ballot in your hand
Not 
Doing 
Anything 

Jodi Sadik
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THE BEAUTY THAT CONCEALED
Oil paint

YOU STRIKE A WOMAN, YOU STRIKE A ROCK 
Charcoal & Pastel Pencils

This artwork is a reaction to time spent in Vietnam, a country so 
beautiful, yet tainted by an enormous amount of litter. 

Caitlin Mackenzie

A commemorative artwork of the 1956 women’s uprising, the march on the Union 
Buildings in Pretoria and the continued fight for gender equality. 

Abigail Arnold

YOU

I wrote you a poem;
  You desired a fresco 
The Sistine I painted;
  Through your longing for an idol.
I plated myself in gold (failed attempts at beautification)
I suffocated.

Polished my ‘rough’ edges, cut into the diamond 
I hoped you desired.
You wished for sapphires 
When I was emeralds.

I changed everything 
To suit your whims,
  Your fancies,
   Your eccentricities,
To suit you. 

Nevertheless 
I was not enough. 
I was not beautified:
In your eyes or mine. 

Only ever
Desperation
A play-thing, an object to pass the time. 

I gave my earth
And yet 
You coveted the universe. 

You were my sun
You were sun
You were
You. 

Georgia Lupton-Smith

3AM

Back aching, eyes burning 
Is how it goes 
Night after night.
Is this what you imagined for us? 

Heart racing, head pounding 
Is how it goes 
After the midnight coffee break.
Is this how you were as us?

You’ve always said:
“Go to bed early”
But
You’ve also always said:
“Hard-workers never sleep” 
So, we listened 
To the latter. 

Back aching, eyes burning 
Is how it goes 
Sacrificing our bodies 
For a number on a sheet of paper.

Pili Mthethwa



THE GIFT OF LIFE 
Oil Paint on Canvas

THE CHANGE ROOM 
Pastel pencil crayon with photography 

In this piece the artist explores the concept of 
liminality and the realm between life and death. 

Hannah Haines

The change room represents a liminal space one passes 
through in order to “play the game”. Here the change room 
is a metaphor for the subject, who herself, is in a stage of 

transition.  
Courtney Crookes

IN BETWEEN THE PEARL WHITE BEADS

In between the pearl white beads
Hides the mud that was swept up,

The smiles that once lit-up.

The make-up stains lie
and the echoes of the cheers

as I go by.

In between the pearl white beads
are the eyes that shimmered,

against a wall that glittered

Mikki-B Rey
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THE GIFT 
Graphite and origami on paper

The artwork is about the power of kindness. The paper swans are symbolic of kindness being a gift one can give 
to others and that brings great joy to both the giver and the receiver. 

Jade Howard
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GRADE 11
Back Row: Natasha Baldwin, Isabella Harvey, Zara Wood, Beth Coxon Gilliatt, Amy Coxon Gilliatt, Danielle Terblanche, Isabella Scribante, 

Olivia Rosenfels
Seventh Row: Taytum Clark, Rebecca O’Connell, Brooke Rossiter, Frances Schnell, Tatum-Lea Garvey, Samantha Lambert, Chloe Greathead, 

Abigail Jonsson, Reneilwe Mtshatsheni, Dinah Frey, Erin Keyser
Sixth Row: Hannah Lazenby, Kristi Bester, Jessica Nell, Shannon Armstrong, Jessica Brown, Ruby McCrae, Namhla Ntshanga, Tsholofelo Mkhari, 

Frances Fowler, Rebecca van der Merwe 
Fifth Row: Georgina Romer-Lee, Erin Armstrong, Alexa Peters, Isabella Adlington-Corfield, Kate Turner, Sacha Armstrong, Erin Venter, 

Kate Burnett, Grace George, Erin Ahier, Sarah Church 
Fourth Row: Nicola Veenstra, Siphokazi Mnganga, Jessica Bell, Emily Vermaak, Bronwyn McGaw, Holly Frost, Megan Benians, Jessica Leer, 

Kate Segar, Isabella Winter, Samantha Reed, Ceilidh Pretorius 
Third Row: Georgina Bracken, Caelan Mackenzie, Ella Karan, Olivia Smart, Ruvimbo Vambe, Kayleigh Naidoo, Kutlwano Motau, Hannah Mills, 

Nompumelelo Tshabalala, Sabrina Taylor, Chloe Norton
Second Row: Ntandokazi Thabethe, Alice Beckett, Nina Baynes, Oratile Mbulawa, Kiara McLuckie, Sophie Johnson, Ogodiseng Mothudi,

 Tshegofatso Motaung, Nandi Sibanda, Ndimphiwe Ludwaba, Thato Lethola, Lusanda Mtshali
Front Row: Ivy Kiruri, Bunty Howard, Bridget Davies, Isabella Bailey, Rachel Randall, Mr T Radebe, Natalie Rohrs, Natasha Stern, 

Ariné de Villiers, Jessica Dunn, Lesedi Shongwe
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FORMAL DINNER 

The Grade 11 Formal Dinner is a firm favourite for many girls and is 
the most relaxed of the three dance events. With fewer dress rules 
and the less formal dining hall venue, the evening definitely lived up 
to its expectation, and remains the highlight of the Grade 11 social 
calendar. The formal was planned by the Social Functions Committee, 
who with the help of a few staff members, made sure that the 
“Enchanted Garden” theme was memorable.

Unlike the other dances, the Grade 11s get ready in their boarding 
houses. This makes the night a special one to bond with the people 
closest to you. The beauty and radiance of each girl shone throughout 
the evening and the Grade 11 Formal Dinner was certainly a night to 
remember!



34 School Magazine 2019

SPIRIT OF ADVENTURE 

To prepare the girls for the responsibility and leadership that comes 
with being in Matric, they set out to Spirit of Adventure, a leadership 
camp situated at Shongweni Dam. Here they spent their days hiking, 
canoeing and abseiling as well as other thrilling activities. The girls 
formed vital relationships with their peers, which taught them the 
fundamental skills of successful leadership, which they will take with 
them into 2020, their final year as the “ladies in blue.”

The camp was started in 1994 by Andy Telfer for the purpose of 
building leadership skills and encouraging team building. Spirit of 
Adventure is committed to developing the youth to become effective 
leaders. This is done by the outdoor activities that take place on land, 
in water and along rock surfaces. The camp ensures that the girls feel 
fully equipped with the knowledge and confidence in their abilities to 
lead. The challenging activities taught the girls perseverance, to trust 
each other and to work together as a team: a vital skill needed for the 
Matric year and beyond.

The final camp of high school will be remembered for the small living 
quarters, hot days and meals prepared on the fire. 
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Creative Writing & Visual Art

SELFIE WITH MY BESTIE
Hannah Lazenby

COFFEE DATE

1st Prize Douglas Livingstone Creative Writing Competition                                                                        

Seconds before, we are laughing and eating;
connecting, connected.
Until the phone rings
and his eyes drop.
The screen promises light,
but casts darkness over his face.
I can’t tell if it’s the shadow
or the melancholic invasion of reality.
His arm swoops to his ear
wiping the rest of the world away,
the glow of the windows,
and the smile from my face.
Silence falls into his eyes. 
He still sits in front of me,
the coffee doesn’t cease steaming,
the waitresses spin around the room,
but my mouth is dry.

I lift the camera
and suddenly I too am behind a screen.

Kate Burnett

ROOTS

Deeply embedded in the scalp of my head 
Stretching out at the shaft

Are the roots that make me ME. 

Once exposed – My value ceases to exist, 
‘petted’, ‘touched’ and played with 

Just like an animal.

A young African Woman with curly, rich, textured hair 
But never to be seen or embraced. 

Knotted, twisted, braided – to be hidden. 

Deeply embedded are the roots 
To be intertwined in my fingers 

And not yours. 

Deeply embedded…roots
Deeply embedded…ME

Kutlwano Motau
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PEN DRAWING
Reneilwe Mtshatsheni

THE SYMPHONY OF THE BUSH

Finalist in The Witness True Stories Schools Category 
Competition                                                                     

“Chop, chop, chop”; the noise of the helicopter blades 
is repetitive as they slice the air, preparing for take-
off. The sun peeps over the acacia trees and hails the 
new day. With the  capture site having been set up the 
previous day, we all finish our last sips of coffee and 
head to our allocated positions in preparation for the 
wildebeest capture.

The noise of the helicopter becomes increasingly 
distant as it disappears deep into the bush to find 
the wildebeest herd. I sit behind a small green bush 
in my dark green shirt and black shorts in order to 
blend in. As still as a mouse, I sit there waiting for my 
signal. The day is still and the air crisp which is rather 
surprising for Hluhluwe considering its usual weather 
conditions. All I hear is the constant buzzing of the 
Christmas beetles and the odd chirp of a bird. Looking 
down, I notice a slight movement on the ground in 
front of me. A dung beetle is moving slowly with his 
dung ball double the size of him; yet still determined, 
he perseveres. Smoothly, using his back feet, he rolls 
his ball until he is no longer in sight. 

Minutes later the silence is broken again by the faint 
“chop, chop, chop” of the helicopter as it approaches 
from within the bush. The noise becomes louder and 
louder and with that comes the sound of galloping 
hooves as the wildebeest pound the hard, dry earth 
beneath them. The birds alert the other animals. As 
the rushing wildebeest make their way towards the 
capture site, the pilot sounds the alarm for the fisrt 
capture curtain to be drawn across the throat of the 
funnel. The pounding becomes deafening and I keep  
as still as possible waiting for my signal. I get onto my 
haunches, ready for action!

The air is filled with the pounding hooves and 
the chopping of the helicopter blades, creating a 
cacophony of sound as the wildebeest gallop straight 
down the capture funnel. The curtains efficiently 
“swoosh” closed, funnelling the herd towards the 
truck. Voices that were once whispers now became 
louder and louder and the rhythm of the hooves is 
deafening in my ears. Standing tall, I see the backs 
of the wildebeest as they race past my curtain and 
my adrenaline matches theirs. The galloping sound 
is replaced by loud snorts and whistles coming from 
the team as the helicopter banks away and disappears 
into the distance, leaving behinds its echo. The team 
moves in to close the truck doors and the herd is 
ready to set off to its new home. 

As the truck rolls away, silence returns to the bush. A 
slight breeze has picked up which is a relief from the 
heat and the adrenaline from the capture. Exhausted, 
yet satisfied with the outcome, we watch as the sun 
dips behind the acacia trees turning the bright orange 
sky into a soft pink. Closing my eyes, the symphony 
of the Christmas beetles and the birds returns to my 
ears and I listen to the rhythm of the day unfold in 
the bush.  

Jessica Leer 

Highly Commended, Douglas Livingstone 
Creative Writing Competition                                                    

There is no story that is not true,
For truth relies on perspective,
And perspective relies on you.

There is no story that is not true,
For even in lies there is a glimmer of truth,
The reflection a guise
To cover the truth: an insecurity,
a vain care of others eyes.

There was no tale that was not true,
when I was a child.
guilty of innocence; betrayed by belief,
I saw no slithering innuendos
twisting behind truth
but I uncovered them soon,
those lies, that slid 
between words
that slipped
into sentences
and stole 
my trust.

Amy Coxon Gilliatt 



TO BE 5 AGAIN                                                                                                                           

When she was born she was normal to me;
It’s not like I knew about cells or extra chromosome trisomy.
Mum said she was different but I couldn’t think why;
I was five and she ate and slept, and like mum would she constantly cry

At 8 I did start to wonder why people acted very strange; 
Why they avoided her in the shops acting like she was something quite deranged.
I would give her a squeeze to make her feel reassured;
But deep down inside, I was the one that was very unsure.

But by 12 the brief glances had turned into fixed stares;
As I became more aware of the gawking eyes that I noticed now, everywhere.

Now I am 16 and try to act like I don’t care;
But oh what a challenge in a place where you are met with stare upon stare.

Maybe there is hope for the age of seventeen?

So I wish that we could all just be 5 again and so then maybe we would see;
Through a child’s eyes, so accepting and welcoming
 that my sister, with Downs Syndrome
is human,

 just like you and me

Sacha Armstrong
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SELFIE WITH MY BESTIE
Dinah Frey

 PEN DRAWING
Ruby McCrae
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AGITATED THOUGHTS 

Finalist in The Witness True Stories Schools Category Competition

The feeling of agitation is overwhelming as the dust clings to the back of my sticky throat and squint creases painfully engrave themselves into 
my unibrow. We drag our heavy legs and backpacks, stuffed with two weeks’ worth of living, up Spioenkop. Every step is closer to my next bar of 
racefood. Walking and wishing someone would speak, the crunching silence leaves me to compare the modern-day wretch I am, to the diverse 
groups of people who have made this journey long before I was born.

Spioenkop has felt the tiptoe of the bushmen as they ascended the hill with agility and strength. They had no paths to follow and no hiking 
boots to protect their bare muscular feet from nature’s hidden threats. The bushmen and I both carry what we need to survive but my backpack 
is embarrassingly worthless in contrast to the wisdom of the landscape I can only dream of understanding. From the top maybe they were able 
to see the clutter of wagons and horses or hear the whining wheels and the marching rhythm of Piet Retief as he led his people to hope and 
freedom. 

Thoughts of the bushmen put my doubts and weaknesses into perspective, but perseverance still does not come easily. We trudge past trees 
whose roots have soaked up the blood of fallen soldiers as they gave their lives for their country or the determination to be free. Self-pity tugs 
at my heart, also a poignant reminder that I do not have a gun from a neighbouring hill aimed at my head and that I really should “suck it up”. 
We  reach a steep rocky area that is clearly enough to be a drastic obstacle for the battle’s stretcher bearers. What about Ghandi? How many 
dying men did he have to carry over the deceiving footholds? He would not have complained but put one foot in front of the other, back and 
forth, one body to the next. 

Finally, I feel like the end is near although the notorious midday bully still beats the back of my neck. The brown eroded path has disappeared 
and I no longer look into the heels of k-way hiking boots. The Bushmen would have respected this view on their morning lookouts; the British 
would have been awed by a wild and foreign plain and the Boers would have been motivated to fight for what they saw, their home. 

Regret gushes over me as I realise the wasted moments I have urged away. All around me is my home, alluring and untamed. I am privileged 
to experience it in a peace-filled environment with a plastic packaged snack waiting for me at the top. I realise I didn’t even make an effort to 
look back as we ascended and now I look at the distant cows, lazily grazing on the bottom of the hill, and wonder how many new born babies 
I could have seen. As clichéd as it sounds, I have come to realise the problem with our generation: we wish school would finish, we wish we 
could leave our teenage years behind us, we wish and we wish but maybe one day we will realise that we can’t relive those moments. We are 
not like rhythms, able to replay certain beats, we can only create them and leave them for someone else to feel.

I take that dreaded yet longing last bite out of my snack bar, pick up my backpack and gaze at the vast plain, broken only by rough hills and the 
serenity of Spioenkop dam. On this hill, I have promised to never wish my life away again but in the abyssal cracks of my being, I know I will 
break this sacred oath. I guess it’s just what teenagers do.

Sarah Church

SELFIE WITH MY BESTIE
Ruby McCrae
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PEN DRAWING
Reneilwe Mtshatsheni

SUN-KISSED SISTER

Highly Commended, Douglas Livingstone Creative Writing Competition

Me behind you, the great ocean ahead
You lean against the salt-grained bannister

And lie your tired head between the bend of your elbow, face tilted upwards.
Rays of gold, yellow and warm oranges fall onto your dark brown skin:

My sun-kissed sister.
I wonder what goes through your mind as you bathe in the warmth, with eyes closed.

With the wind carrying the taste of salty sea water and the smell of sunblock and sweat;
I wonder what the sun thinks of you as it gazes upon your face

Through parted clouds, admiring you and you, it.
Me behind you, the great ocean ahead

An ocean so dark, so ominous
Stretching as far and as wide as the eye can see till it sees no more.

That’s where the water spills over the curve of the earth
And where the sun falls

And just over the edge, the great ocean carries a different ship
Where the sun admires a different dark beauty

Between different parted clouds
Adored by a different sister

To a different sun-kissed beauty.

Ogodiseng Mothudi

CRUMBLING CATHEDRAL         

On a Monday I admired the towers of Notre Dame 

850 years old,
A tourist attraction 
Visited by thousands daily.

On a Monday it turned luminous orange 

It blazed 
From beauty to ash 

As distraught citizens beheld their cathedral 
News and media rushed to the scene.

Collapsed within hours,
Firefighters there within minutes,
Money raised within seconds.

Long road to recovery 
Beauty and history still remain.
From wars to protests 
The building tells a thousand stories 
And withstands the test of time. 

Nina Baynes







BABANANGO TRIP 

The annual trip to the Babanango Valley Outdoor Centre did not 
disappoint. Friendly, energetic facilitators guided the girls through 
obstacle courses and a number of physical activities. The programme 
tested strengths and weaknesses of both individuals and the group 
and encouraged personal development.

One of the highlights of the excursion was the scavenger hunt. The 
girls had to locate specific objects from the surrounding area in order 
to earn points and the winning team received Babanango buffs at the 
camp concert on the final evening.

The girls also toured the local area visiting a nearby orphanage, Zulu 
village and the small town of Babanango. They were exposed to the 
daily routine of fetching water and collecting firewood, the art of stick 
fighting and then went on to visit the “pharmacy” of a traditional 
healer.

The trip would not have been complete without a visit to Nqutu Ridge 
where they enjoyed the panoramic view of both the Isandlwana 
and Rorke’s Drift Battlefields. They particularly enjoyed a visit to the 
museum and an informative history talk on the Battle of Rorke’s Drift.

This outdoor experience enriches the girls’ lives on an educational 
level and encourages them to become more socially aware. 
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THE CHANEL PROGRAMME 

The Chanel Ball is a significant event in the lives of our girls and 
one of the most memorable nights on the calendar. The Grade 10 
programme, which culminates in the ball, is structured to include 
motivational speakers, deep conversations and honest discussions 
about life, health and mental wellness. The girls engaged eagerly 
and contributed by sharing their own thoughts and ideas. They have 
grown in their personal capacity as young ladies, but also as a group 
who can come together in team spirit to organise and execute new 
ideas. 

The girls enjoyed many Friday evenings dancing with the Grade 11 
Michaelhouse boys where they seemed to master the dances with 
ease. The “Jive” added a fun, rhythmic element to their repertoire 
and it was incredible to witness their improvement and dancing skills. 
Each girl joined a committee responsible for the various elements of 
the ball and played a role in making the event a success. The hall was 
exquisitely decorated with giant white proteas and fairy lights, and 
the guests were served with a three course meal fit for royalty. It was 
a memorable dance and a highlight for Grade 10 girls – one they will 
remember for many years to come. 
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WE ARE ONE

Winner of The Witness True Stories Schools Category 

I was about five years old, standing in the warmth of a KZN 
summer with my brand new, multicoloured bouncy ball. I was 
surrounded by an uplifting and enthusiastic vibe of the local 
markets. There were decorated tables with assorted beaded 
necklaces catching and reflecting the light of the sun. The choir 
of voices echoing off one another sounded like a unique melody. 
There was the hooting of cars as they passed by and greeted 
their friends and the sweet smell of mealies on the braai. I felt 
as though I was in a trance and when I turned around I saw the 
Howick Falls.

I ran barefoot across the hot tar, lifting my feet off it as quickly 
as I could over towards the falls. I took my bouncy ball that I 
had bought from the markets across the crowded street with 
me. Half way between the falls and the sidewalk sat an old man 
with his guitar. I was fascinated by his long curly beard which 
circled around his dry mouth joining it to a moustache. His glassy 
eyes were disturbed by a long dreadlock between them while 
the rest of his hair was bundled up in an oversized beanie. He 
passionately strummed away at his guitar strings; plucking each 
one precisely to create an African rhythm. His old guitar case lay 
open, hungry for even a five rand coin. I dropped in a ten rand 
note which was all I had left of my pocket money. He gave me 
such a thankful smile and a playful wink as I made my way to the 
silver bars that separated us from the falls. 

The water fell over the top of the rocks in a continuous flow to 
the bottom. Ladies sat washing their clothes and hanging each 
item over a rock to dry. It looked like a rainbow of clothes waiting 
to be worn. My new bouncy ball and I peered through the bars 
together when I accidently let it drop! It was free falling into the 
Howick Falls. After this all the sounds of the local people making 
sales seemed louder. The sun felt hotter, almost unbearable. The 
hooting was overwhelming and the beaded reflection seemed 
too bright. The festivities and joy washed out of me. Through 
all of this, I realised that the guitar man had stopped his music-
making and wandered someplace else. 

As I sat further from the edge, contemplating where I would find 
the money for a new ball, I felt a gentle tap on my shoulder… 
I recognized the oversized beanie and the thankful smile from 
earlier. As I turned around, I saw the guitar man. He held open his 
right hand and in his creased palm was a bouncy ball. “For me?” 
I whispered. He nodded, making his beanie wobble. I smiled like 
the Cheshire Cat with more gratitude in my heart than I had ever 
felt in my young life. He used his hard-earned money to buy me 
a new bouncy ball from across the street. “Thank you” I said 
with a twinkle in my eye. 

The noises around me seemed less overwhelming but more 
exciting. The hooting, sales and beaming beads all seemed to 
work in unison and everything around me including the falls 
formed a rhythm. My even better, new bouncy ball and I felt like 
we were home. 

Jade Harty                                                                                          

Creative Writing & Visual Art

CHARCOAL DRAWING
Esmé Thornhill-Davis

PEN & CHALK SELF-PORTRAIT ON DENIM
Senzelw’umusa Mathe
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POP ART PORTRAIT
Kirsten Rindfleisch



THOUGHT LESS

I am staring at a 
blank
sheet of paper. 
And I can’t think of anything to say.
I expected my pen to flow and ideas to cloud my brain 
There are no words scrambling in my brain waiting to
ooze 
onto this page.

I think I should write about the trees I see in the corner of my 
eye,
How their bare branches reach into the stark blue sky 

Or the sea, 
The crest of the wave slaps the moulded sand 
The crunch under foot of all those fragments of ancient rocks 

Or the dirt 
And its plain umber nothingness
How it creeps everywhere 

But no 

I have nothing 
I have noticed every mark on this page 
The miniscule bumps and lumps 
The areas of slight discoloration

And still I am 
thought 
less. 

Georgia Schaefer                                                                                         

COLD TORTURE:

Highly Commended, Douglas Livingstone Competition

Drip, drip, drip.
It never stops. It just doesn’t stop.  
Like some medieval torture 
The pain is burning; 
There is no relief -   
My body rejects the foreign enemy in a series of persistent coughs. 
My head, tender to the touch, 
Is currently engaged in a loud drumming session.   
Again, it never stops -  
The intense heat, sandwiched between cold never seems to end.  
Relief is short lived with a spoonful of hope …  
I wake up and reach for another tissue that will soon join the sea of 
white warriors littering my floor 
When will It end? 
I am sick  

Hannah Pitt 
MY SAFE SPACE

Lily Grindrod

CHARCOAL DRAWING
Rebecca Roberts

CERAMIC PLATTER
Jessica Pitout

45School Magazine 2019



46 School Magazine 2019

WHAT I LEARNT IN THE PAGES OF MY MATHS 
BOOK

Second Prize, Douglas Livingstone Competition 

I asked myself why I would ever 
Need to use maths in the future and it took me a while before 
I realised that maybe there’s something about maths that extend 
Beyond the numbers.
 
Some things have to be black and white -
A two will remain a two 
No matter how many times
I ask it to be a three;
But some things can change if I bring myself to make the change,
And thus by adding one, two becomes three.
 
Every problem has a solution,
But equations taught me that problems are easier to solve 
When I can see the solution I’m aiming for.
 
And maybe I didn’t learn much from triangles,
Or geometry in general, but I do know that
Every story has more than one side 
And seeing from more than one perspective 
Changes everything (also that
When all else fails use Pythagoras’ theorem).

Anne Hammond                                                                                      

HAIR

For years I abused and tortured it
Was addicted to straightening it
Took its uniqueness for granted

Because society’s demand is that the curls lie flat
Without frizz

Without a fight

They have a heritage, a past
Stories to tell

And they have earned the right to be free

I am done being ashamed of my hair
Because people do not understand the complexity of it

Now my hair is sober
 And there is no turning back.

Nyrobi Gutu                                                                                      

MY SAFE SPACE
Sarah Lund

MY SAFE SPACE
Katherine Thatcher

PEN & CHALK SELF-PORTRAIT ON DENIM
Catherine Viedge





Grade 9
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GRADE 9
Back Row: Georgina Butcher, Holly Jerome, Lucy Lambert, Rebecca Thresher, Annabel Unwin, Lauren Skinner, Caitlin Watson, 

Victoria Armstrong, Nandi Kukubo, Talulah Herman
Seventh Row: Maseeiso Seeiso, Georgina le Sueur, Nandi Falala, Jessica Aiken, Ciaran Hornby, Clara-Cristen Steyn, Rebecca Edwards, 

Isabella Thornton-Dibb, Clementine Robinson, Emily Oliver, Bahati Dakile
Sixth Row: Amkela Msimang, Sophia Thrash, Lara Feely, Lucy Church, Rebecca van Duren, Jasmine Tlhagoane, Eve Tomlinson, Isabella Gaul, 

Georgia Frost, Grace McCarthy, Nokhwezi Magewu, Rachel Butcher
Fifth Row: Alanna Klassen, Uzenokuhle Phewa, Hannah Carlisle, Melindi Koekemoer, Julia Lee, Poppy Souchon, Teagan Stanton, Tyla England, 

Skye Bates, Emily Barker, Danielle Pillay
Fourth Row: Julia Mantle, Avuziwe Mbebe, Ashlea van der Riet, Gemma Fradd, Mikha Sabatta, Alexandra Parry, Jada Kruger, Grace Love, 

Larona Mtshatsheni, Tshedza Mphephu, Grace Ross, Shalinda Minnie
Third Row: Josephine Steere, Jamie Rice, Anele Biyela, Gabrielle Korrubel, Nina Baguley, Stephanie Siedle, Ella St Clair, Alexandra Spencer, 

Tsaone Mothudi, Abby Daugherty, Lucy Norton
Second Row: Kietumetse Botshelo Magomola, Lithe-Tha Hongo, Casey Mosdell, Stephanie Langebrink, Emily Guimaraens, Louise Dunn, 

Annabelle Holt, Ella Carcary, Phumla Marareni, Zakithi Mathe, Amanda Cele, Ariella Barradas
Front Row: Nandi Malinga, Emma Teichmann, Chloe Ferguson, Amber McLuckie, Isabella Raw, Ms M Filmer, Chisala Chikwanda, Amy Burnett, 

Lucy Gilson, Andiswa Msebeni, Kwanele Sokhela
Absent: Caroline Cheshire, Lesedi Leketi, Raechel Bekker
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THE GREAT ADVENTURE 

On 23 August, 90 nervous, excited and well-prepared Grade 9s boarded 
the buses for an 8-day adventure around Spioenkop mountain. Over 
the next week the girls hiked, paddled, cycled, camped and navigated 
themselves around The Great Adventure. They made potjies and 
braais, played cards, shared experiences and made new friends. The 
culmination of the adventure was a history talk on top of Spioenkop 
by Raymond Heron about the battle that happened during the South 
African War. Our aim on the adventure is to provide opportunities for 
the girls to step out of their comfort zones, be brave and resilient and, 
hopefully, come back with increased confidence in themselves. 

“I learnt that the best way to do something, is to just do it! 
Positive thoughts from everyone creates a positive atmosphere 
and everything is more enjoyable.” 

“I learnt that I can live without my phone for a week. I also need 
to start being more appreciative of the things I have in my life 
and the people who I missed.”
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“Being a leader is a challenging thing. You have to act like you know what you are doing but you really don’t… but eventually you get the 
hang of things.”

“I learnt that I must not underestimate myself and that I am capable 
of doing so much more than I think.”

“I learnt that I can be independent and can survive without my 
parents.”

“I learnt that being a leader is not as easy as it seems, 
especially when you are trying to keep yourself as well as 
everyone else motivated. I learnt that being with a group of 
people for quite a long time lets you get to know them very 
well, but sometimes it can be annoying and that is when you 
need to take a deep breath and try to see their point of view.”



51School Magazine 2019

“There were so many things I thought I couldn’t do, but in actual fact in those situations you have no choice but to take the risk. I enjoyed doing 
things out of my comfort zone because I know if I was at home and there was this opportunity I wouldn’t do it.”

“I learnt that I have my own voice and I must use it.”

“I learnt that everyone has very different strengths, some people find 
some days harder than others, but you must always lift them up. As 
a leader your job is not to just be in charge, but constantly make sure 
everyone, including yourself, is doing alright, so that in the end everyone 
has a great adventure and can look back and have good memories.”

“I learnt that sometimes others bring out the best in you.”

“I learnt that I need to step up more and that when I do step up 
I have quite a bold personality.”

“Being a leader can be hard if people are grumpy, so if you are 
the leader then you mustn’t also be grumpy.”

“I learnt that jobs in our everyday lives, such as heads of houses 
and housemothers, have jobs that may look easy but in fact are 
much harder than they seem.”

“I learnt that everyone is different and so being a leader you 
need to exercise patience as all people are of different skills, 
strengths and weaknesses.”

“I learnt that being a leader isn’t about being good, but 
encouraging.”





PEARS
Amkela Msimang

PEARS
Stephanie Langebrink
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BEACH SPIRIT

The red moon rises
Slow and steady 

The waves break 
Spring tide at its lowest 
And highest ever seen before 

Frightening yet comforting winds 
Grab and shake my ‘Cabella’ cap 

The circle of love 
Hand in hand
Heads bowed 
A prayer snatched away by the wind 

The grey ashes swept up by the wind 
That just miss the calm bay waters 
Each hand scattering it 
The last touch ever 

A lone common tern flies overhead 
Few of us saw it 
But the few that did 
Know it’s his spirit 
Forever at the beach 
 
Grace Ross                                                                                  

SUMMER IS:

Summer is tan lines and beach waves. 
Summer is loud laughs and new memories.

 Summer is sun-cream and ice-cream. 
Summer is being thrown into the pool. 

Summer is long late nights spent dancing in your socks.
 Summer is long days that end with fiery sunsets. 

Summer is new places to see and new people to meet.
 Summer is long phone calls catching up on what your 

best friend is doing. 
Summer is midnight snacks and afternoon sandwiches 

just because the food is available. 
Summer is sleeping in until noon. 

It’s the smell of rain and the crack of thunder.
 Summer is dark sunglasses and wet swimming towels. 

Summer is highlights in your hair.
Summer is the best.

 
Grace McCarthy                                                                                
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PEARS
Clementine Robinson

PEARS
Isabella Raw

SOMEONE I’LL ALWAYS REMEMBER

Lewis Essay Prize for Creative Writing

Mr. Robinson was the old, white haired man who lived down the road from my gran. He lived in a small cottage, with his wife, surrounded 
by trees and flowers I never knew existed. Through the eyes of a much younger me I thought he had magical powers. He was a chameleon 
whisperer. 

“We are going to see the chameleons!” my cousins, my sister and I would shout every day when we stayed with my gran. We would show up 
at the Robinsons without warning, interrupt their peace and barge around their garden hunting for chameleons. We were always welcome 
and if we weren’t, they would hide their irritation under their sweet smiles and hellos. Mr. Robinson knew all their hiding places and would 
help us search while Mrs. Robinson made the five inquisitive children, running around her garden, Oros and tea. When we found the unlucky 
chameleon who got to be picked up and passed around, everyone would hold it, let it stick its long, sharp nails through our shirts or wrap itself 
around a finger. 

Every so often, it was Mr. Robinson’s day to check the water reservoirs at the top of the hill. We would all pile into his bakkie with his deaf dog 
and drive through the gated electric fence along the border of Gowrie Farm. We would jump on top of the reservoirs, shout down them waiting 
for our echoes and hope someone sitting on the toilet could hear our voices through their drain pipes!

We would walk along the top of the hill, taking in the views of the farm that in a few years I would call home. I could see the small houses in the 
Gowrie Village and the cycle paths that we would ride along. Almost every time as we walked to the small dam on the hill, we would lose the 
dog in the long grass. With it being deaf, it was always a hide-and-seek divide and conquer game to find her. In the small dam there was half 
a surf board that never moved. It became our story book. We would make up tragic stories about what happened to the owner and the other 
half of the board. “Once upon a time, there was a man who could surf on a dam. Sadly he, along with half his surf board, was eaten by a shark.”

As people do, Mr. and Mrs. Robinson grew older and moved into a retirement home. We spent days looking for the chameleons but when the 
Robinsons left, the chameleons did too. 

It had been a while since I crossed paths with a chameleon but while I was visiting my gran, she showed me one that had crawled into her pot 
plant. The days I spent with Mr. Robinson came flooding back into my mind. From the main road approaching Gowrie, I can see the small dam 
which no longer has a half a surfboard on it and every time we pass it I think, “How can such a small place have so many memories with one 
person who I will never forget.”

Lucy Church                                                                                





Grade 8
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GRADE 8
Back Row: Dayna Graham (Ashton College), Claire van Rooyen (Eston Primary), Emma Hoole (The Wykeham Collegiate), 

Amy Lewis (St Mary’s DSG, Pretoria), Emma Thornton (Durban Girls’ College), Sasha North (Crossroads School JHB), 
Emma Crampton (Cowan House), Ashley Stewart (Curro Hillcrest Christian Academy), Mogale Ramokoto (Trinity House), 

Annabel Hardie (St Mary’s School Waverley)
Seventh Row: Zara Declercq (Cowan House), Nicole Bennett (Cowan House), Stella d’Avice (Durban Girls’ College), 

Sanda Mbekwa (Bryandale Primary), Aimee Bonamour (St Mary’s School Waverley), Robyn Gilbert (Laddsworth Primary), 
Nokwanda Mjiyako (Dainfern Valley), Zoë Tarr (Clarendon Primary), Taebron Jursa (Laddsworth Primary), Amy-Lee Strydom (St Johns DSG),

Zoë Roberts (Chisipite)
Sixth Row: Lara Johnston (Radford House), Aphiwingcebo Hlubi (Longmarket Girls’ School), Tracey Steffensen (Michaelis Schule), 

Georgia Bekker (The Wykeham Collegiate), Rebecca Winterton (Laddsworth Primary), Sofia Millar-Cole (Cowan House), 
Kylie Rushworth (Laddsworth Primary), Chloe Papageorgiou (Cowan House), Sandiselwe Mtshali (Cowan House), Meeca Parsons (St Stithians), 

Jenna Pepworth (The Wykeham Collegiate), Elné de Klerk (Tyger Valley College)
Fifth Row: Indiphile Bodoza (Port Shepstone Senior Primary), Anna Wesselink (Durban Girls’ College), Brooke Veenstra (Treverton Prep), 

Genevieve Ardé (Felixton College), Isabella Kay (Uplands Prep), Emma Hammond (Winston Park Primary School), Emily Allan (Reddam House), 
Naledi Maphatiane (Brescia House), Naledi Matlala (St Stithians), Sisanda Bhengu (Constantia Kloof Primary School), 

Andiswa Gwala (Bisley Park Primary)
Fourth Row: Imana Dimba (Laddsworth Primary), Philippa Erskine (Clifton Prep Nottingham Road), Rachel Forrest (Laddsworth Primary), 

Megan McFarlane (Laddsworth), Sabrina Barnes (Cowan House), Drew Munro (Cowan House), 
Kirsten Rindfleisch (Clifton Prep Nottingham Road), Amahle Nkosi (Cowan House), Jasmin Elliot (St Mary’s DSG, Kloof), 

Cathleen Hamann (Kokstad Primary School), Ellena Chemaly-Sutherland (Epworth Primary), Nandipha Matyumza (Broadlands Private School)
Third Row: Ngcebo Sikhosana (Clifton Prep Notthingham Road), Lerato Chwaro (Dainfern College), 

Thembekile Mlangeni (Parkview Senior Primary), Caitlin Pennington (Clifton Prep Nottingham Road), Ella Irons (Clifton Prep Nottingham Road), 
Megan Grout (Maris Stella), Anna-Rose George (Somerset House), Yojana Somchand (Cowan House), Jemma Muir (Martin House Trust), 

Amy McManus (Bishopslea Preparatory School), Catherine Lazenby (Ashton College)
Second Row: Marubini Molabe (Dainfern College), Nkosingiphile Nonyane (St Mary’s DSG, Pretoria), 

Sibahle Malinga (Mulbarton Primary School Jhb), Aidah Rahman (St Gregory Primary, Estcourt), Mikhyla Mokoetla (St Stithian’s), 
Lelam Mini (Dainfern College), Lehakoe Tserane (Brescia House), Ziphozenkosi Cele (Reddam House, Umhlanga), 

Langelihle Nhlapo (St Andrew’s School for Girls), Jemma Hendricks (Southdowns College), Nompie Mukhari (Redford House), 
Taya Corfe (Cowan House) 

Front Row: Tara McCormick (Northside Primary), Aphelele Ngcamu (Gert Maritz Primary School), Drisana Craig (Kokstad Primary School), 
Georgina Latter (St Mary’s Waverley), Khethelo Gumbi (St Mary’s DSG, Kloof), Mrs Minthra Baijnath, Sarah Mills (Cowan House), 

Mackenzie Clark (Clifton Prep Nottingham Road), Sanelisiwe Lebese (Crawford Fourways), Savannah Ingledew (The Wykeham Collegiate), 
Hannah Burton (Laddsworth Primary)



SETTLING IN
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NYALA PANS RIVER CAMP 

The camp provides an opportunity for the Grade 8 girls to explore their personal identity as well 
as work on peer relationships and group dynamics. The combination of outdoor, athletic and 
creative activities ensure that girls work together in groups to construct and achieve certain 
goals. This year we added the challenge of white water rafting which the girls thoroughly 
enjoyed. The time spent together as a grade is always great fun and enables the girls to get to 
know each other and bond as a group.
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TOY MAKING WITH ‘SINGAKWENZA’  

Non-profit organisation, Singakwenza, meaning ‘We can do it!’, once again ran a toy making 
workshop with our girls. Singakwenza aims to build sustainable early childhood education 
programmes in economically disadvantaged communities, using recycled materials to make 
resources for children and teachers. The team from Singakwenza taught our girls how to make 
toys purely from recycled products, such as bread packets, yoghurt cartons and plastic lids. We 
took these toys to three different schools in the Nyala Pans district on our way to camp where 
our girls spent time playing with the children, showing them the various games that they could 
play with the toys, and thoroughly enjoying themselves in the process.
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DELICIOUS MONSTER
Annabel Hardie

POP ART PORTRAIT
Kirsten Rindfleisch

POEM

the trees shiver
as a breeze passes by
the branches waltz in the wind 
like a princess in a fairy tale
they whisper all day and night,
watching as time slips away 

Stella d’Avice                                                                           

AUTUMN

The smell of cinnamon spice,
like a fresh morning of baked snickerdoodles.
Shades of reds, oranges and browns,
the home to hibernating animals.
A reminder of Canada,
the falling leaves a vague memory.
A light breeze blowing through my hair,
as sticky maple syrup trickles from my fingers.
Sticky soft syrup

Sofia Millar-Cole                                                                           

LITTLE GIRL 

Because I’m a little girl you think I like pink
You think I only play with dolls
 But I’m the opposite of what you think
I don’t do ballet 
I’m not fragile
I can do what boys do 
So don’t judge me just because I’m a little girl

Anna Wesselink                                                                          
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DELICIOUS MONSTER
Megan Grout

DELICIOUS MONSTER
Emma Hoole

DELICIOUS MONSTER
Isabella Kay

AUTUMN

One 
Big lonesome oak tree 
Stands on fire
With its
Orange and red flaming leaves
Leaves slowly die like sparks 
Fading, the tree is left 
Bare.  

Emma Thornton                                                                          

FLYING

Flying 
The window frosts over
An icy chill pierces the air
Like a ship sailing in a storm 
The aeroplane descends through
Fluffy egg-white clouds
On its way to unknown places

Jemma Hendricks                                                                        
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MAJOR PRODUCTION

This year’s Major Production, This is Me, A Tribute to Musicals, took the form of a musical and dance extravaganza in celebration of our 
new-look theatre and drama complex. A total of 70 girls, 28 singers and 42 dancers, contributed to a dynamic and energetic cast who 
sang and danced their way through 14 musical numbers, enjoying themselves tremendously in the process. The musical numbers were 
specifically chosen to expose our talented female voices, as well as for their musicality, theatricality, and timeless relevance to making 
brave, individual choices in the face of conformity.

Rehearsals were held in the Sports Centre, and there was much excitement, despite the dust and rubble, when we moved into the 
theatre two weeks before the show opened. The large cast put our new theatre complex to the test, spreading out through the newly 
created backstage areas, which proved to be both comfortable and practical. 10 racks of costumes were housed safely in the new 
allied Drama Practical classroom with immediate access to the backstage area, and without compromising backstage space for the 
performers. On stage, the acoustic treatment of the theatre enabled excellence in the sound and clarity of the musical performances. 
The show played to four sold-out performances.

The production team was led by Artistic Director, Lynn Chemaly, with Choreographer, Tegan Peacock, voice training specialists, Elsa and 
Riaan Oosthuizen, on-stage musicians Anthea Hibbert, Andri Potgieter and Rudi Engelbrecht, and Technical Director extraordinaire, 
Marcus Henning. 
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FUNK

This year we celebrated 20 years as the producer of Funk. The 
production continues to generate as much excitement and support 
from schools as it did in its inception. Our St Anne’s Dance Theatre 
Company made an outstanding contribution to the Funk programme 
with a piece entitled Nature Boy, choreographed by Tegan Peacock. St 
Anne’s stood out on the programme in terms of both choreographic 
complexity and excellent performance. Our girls rehearsed in a 
disciplined manner and their conduct was exemplary.







MATRIC DRAMA SHOWCASE

This entertaining performance combines 
the best of the Grade 12 IEB Matric 
Practical Exam work and is a tribute to 
the many hours of hard work the girls 
give to the Dramatic Arts and Theatre 
Departments during their five years at St 
Anne’s.
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TECHNICAL MONITORS

We have broadened our theatre monitor group 
to include the running of technical equipment 
in venues across the College. Marcus Henning is 
training a group of girls to run sound, lighting, 
AV and video equipment for various school 
functions and events.

ST ANNE’S DANCE THEATRE COMPANY
Back Row: Sarah Anders, Georgina le Sueur, Amber Lee, Jenna Schwegmann, Julia Lee, 

Isabella Raw
Second Row: Reolebogile Sachane, Hannah Haines (Head), 

Ms L Chemaly (Artistic Director), Tegan Garvey (Deputy), Ofentje Motubatse
Front Row: Thato Lethola, Tamsyn Arnold

Absent: Olivia Rosenfels











Sport
After each year, all the staff in the Sports Department 
take the opportunity to reflect on the ‘year that was’. 
Often, we discuss some of the challenges we have 
faced and the areas where we hope to improve.  After 
long discussion, which produces many meaningful 
comments, the realisation that our goals that year 
were not results-driven, or award-orientated, pleases 
me immensely. What is particularly encouraging for 
me, is knowing that the conversation and focus has 
been to continue building a culture of:

• pride 
• commitment
• positive attitude, and above all
• a desire to fulfil a purpose through opportunity, 

thereby aiding growth.
    
This inspires me, because while building around core 
values and principles, one’s focus does not become 
about the now, but rather the how and the when. 
Such an environment can become challenging, but 
it also creates and promotes a growth mind-set. 
In my opinion, as coaches we begin to understand 
our individual roles, we start to change our focus 
towards those we serve, regardless of ability or level 
of participation.  
 
In life we are presented with opportunity. It is our 
duty to embrace opportunity to reach our potential 
and purpose in life’s plan. I recently came across an 
article that read “A Goal without a Plan is just a Wish” 
by Antoine de Saint-Exupery. This led me to think 
how fortunate we are to be in this environment at St 
Anne’s. It is a blessing to work with amazing leaders 
and people who value the interest of others and see 
the potential in those they serve. We are inspired to 
do good and make a difference; this is because we all 
subscribe towards the same plan, and strive towards a 
common goal.  
  
The Sports Department have adopted the African 
proverb “If you want to walk fast, walk alone. If you 
want to walk far, walk together” and this has been 
the basic principle with which we hope to inspire. 
We have come to understand that the continuation 
of achievement is only made possible through the 
support and assistance from those around us.
 
Without a solid foundation your work will always 
be in vain. Relationships are key to the success of 
any organisation, family or individual. Over the last 
few years we have worked from a blueprint that has 
allowed us to arrive at the point where we are now. It 
is our goal for the current model to continue to foster a 
space of learning, development and a passion for sport 
that will be a part of the girls’ lives beyond their time at 
St Anne’s. It is our hope that through their involvement 
and participation, they will enjoy the benefits it will 
add to their overall well-being and attribute to their 
success. 

Kurt Nero 
Head of Sport

INDIVIDUAL AWARDS

Gary Player Trophy (St Anne’s Golf Champion) Lucy Norton

U15 Singles Tennis Champion Brooke Veenstra

Open Singles Tennis Champion Storm Veenstra

U15 Squash Champion Savannah Ingledew

Open Squash Champion Natalie Rohrs

McDonald Trophy (Best Defensive Hockey Player) Georgina Baker

Phillips Trophy (Most Valuable Hockey Player) Leah Kriel

Opai-Tetteh Trophy (Most Valuable Netball Player) Jodi Lee

Teichmann Trophy (Best Defensive Netball Player) Tsholofelo Mkhari

Most Valuable Basketball Player Bridget McNally

Most Valuable Canoeist Emily Vermaak

Most Valuable Cross Country Runner Sarah Church

Most Valuable Diver Ella Karan

Most Valuable Equestrian Rider Bunty Howard

The Most Valuable Soccer Player Lusanda Mtshali

The Most Valuable Water Polo Player Anna Thornton-Dibb

Whitfield Trophy (Most Involved & Enthusiastic Grade 8) Drisana Craig

Douglas Trophy (Commitment To Sport) Courtney Crookes

Pauw Trophy (Courage & Determination) Lusanda Mtshali

Sportsmanship Trophy Lerato Moephuli

Leadership In Sport
Leah Kriel
Georgina Baker
Maya Fleischer

Smith Trophy  (Junior Sportswoman of The Year) Andiswa Gwala

All Round Senior Sportswoman Sarah Church

Sport All Rounder
For Consistent Excellence In Two Or More Distinct 
Sporting Codes
(Grade 12 Only)

Anna Willis
Anna-Thornton Dibb
Carla Meaker
Dominique Teichmann
Emma Griffin
Georgina Baker
Grace Kitshoff
Jessica Bompas
Jodi Lee
Josie Dobeyn
Kate Burnett
Leah Kriel
Maya Fleischer
Mikki-B Rey
Courtney Crookes
Caroline Wenke
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CANOEING 

Canoeing has grown in leaps and bounds during 2019. We had four girls enter the 
Drak Challenge, six girls completing the Dusi Canoe Marathon, and five paddle 
the Fish Marathon, all A-Grade races. Almost forty girls were actively paddling by 
the end of the year, up from 15 in 2018. Among many highlights this year were 
the Tugela 20s weekend at eMseni camp in Winterton, and the St Anne’s-hosted 
inter-schools Enduro event at Camp’s Drift. Our results in races have also been 
remarkable, with an U18 win in the Dam2Dam relay, and regular top five placings 
in U18 and U16 age groups. The real win though is the amount of fun girls are 
having learning new skills (they complete a rigorous river proficiency program 
before entering races) and getting away from school to beautiful surroundings. We 
are lucky to be retaining Mr Rory Pennefather’s vast knowledge and experience 
next year despite his retirement from teaching, and combined with Ms Julia Trodd 
and Mr Chris Hornby, the girls are in very good hands. The growth of canoeing 
would not be possible without the support and help of many parents, for which 
we are very grateful, as well as our drivers and admin staff, and most of all, the 
girls themselves. 

Most Improved Senior:   
Juliette Armitage and Michaela Seele

Most Improved Junior: 
Gemma Fradd

DIVING 

There has been a great improvement in Diving in KwaZulu Natal this year. The 
organising committee has been very active and scheduled more competitions in 
both Pietermaritzburg and Durban. The season culminated in the Inter-schools’ 
Competition at Kings Park, Durban in March. Ella Karan won the U18 section and 
some of her dives were perfect, scoring her 10 out of 10 which is virtually unheard 
of! Julia Lee was placed 3rd in the U15 section. Both girls were selected for the 
KZN team and competed in the National Competition in October. For the first 
time St Anne’s participated in the South African Top 10 Competition and hosted 
the Diving component. The divers from Gauteng produced dives of an extremely 
high standard and our girls gained great experience. Credit must go to Mrs Lindi 
Fairweather, our dedicated coach, who spent hours coaching and building the 
confidence of our divers. She has a great following of beginner divers and it is 
exciting to see some of the talent emerging from the group.

Most Improved Diver:   
Julia Lee

CANOEING
Back Row: Emma Pennington, Kim van Rooyen, 

Gemma Fradd
Front Row: Lauren Roberts (Captain), Mrs M Sileno, 

Emily Vermaak

DIVING
Back Row: Meeca Parsons, Holly Jerome, Kietumetse 

Botshelo Magomola
Front Row: Ella Karan, Mrs L Fairweather, Julia Lee

Absent: Demi Talmage

CROSS COUNTRY
Back Row: Jada Kruger, Zoë Tarr, Jessica Brown, Leah Kriel, Georgina Butcher, 

Sacha Armstrong
Second Row: Emily Anders, Kiara McLuckie, Sarah Anders, Sarah Church, 

Nicole Bennett, Erin Douglas, Jessica Bompas
Front Row: Kelli Frew, Kristen Bouwer, Rachel Brown, Mr R Jones, 

Jessica Parker, Caitlin Mackenzie, Grace Kitshoff

CROSS COUNTRY 

The cross country girls had a very successful season. With 
experienced new coach, Garth Oliver, we were able to build up 
our fitness and grow our love for the sport. Monday afternoon 
training sessions were held at Garlington Estate which brought 
with it a new and exciting training program. The girls have 
enjoyed participating in the Wednesday evening time trials 
opposite Grace College. Although we missed a few league 
runs due to public holidays and other school commitments, 
we performed well at the runs we attended. It was a fun and 
enjoyable season for the team.

Most Improved Senior:   
Erin Douglas

Most Improved Junior: 
Georgina Butcher
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EQUESTRIAN
Back Row: Drew Munroe, Bronwyn McGaw, Jessica Woollam, Amy Coxon Gilliatt, 

Beth Coxon Gilliatt, Frances Fowler, Zoë Roberts, Emily Barker, Elné de Klerk  
Front Row: Bunty Howard, Pippa Erskine, Ashley Markham (Captain) 
Mrs C Nurden (Coach), Alice Perrow, Bridget Davies, Jessica Johnson

EQUESTRIAN 

2019 has been a superb year for the equestrian girls. There 
were a number of girls who were selected to represent their 
province and country. The St Anne’s Equestrian Team made 
history at the annual inter schools event, the group comprising 
of 12 teams competing across the disciplines. They won all 
four trophies for the team events: showjumping, equitation, 
dressage and the turn out parade. Each open discipline was 
also won individually by a St Anne’s rider. It was a great 
success, an extremely commendable achievement. The 
standard of riding amongst the girls continues to grow with a 
number of them competing at open level in their respective 
disciplines. A successful and fun interhouse event held at 
Mount Verde stables was won by a mixed team of riders 
from different Houses, and the four bar continued to prove 
to be a highlight of the event. Bunty Howard continues to 
grow her list of achievements after winning a bronze medal 
at the Youth Olympics and was selected to compete at the All 
Africa Games in Morocco. Many riders ended off the season 
competing at the South African Junior Championships held in 
Johannesburg in December.

Most Improved Senior:   
Alice Perrow

Most Improved Junior: 
Zoë Roberts

GOLF

Golf at St Anne’s is a very tight-knit sport with an array of girls attending 
private coaching lessons with golfing professional, Sean Ludgator, 
at Sakabula Golf Club. Girls receive weekly instruction, practise and 
learn new skills and engage in cheerful conversation. They are given 
the opportunity to play a few holes on the course allowing them 
exposure and putting their practice to play. The annual interhouse golf 
competition took place at the Hilton College driving range. It entailed 
a different approach and included chipping, putting, longest drive and 
a chip-into-the-net competition. Marianne Browne took first place 
and Andrews came in second. 

Most Improved Golfer:   
Savanna Alexander

GOLF
Back Row: Lucy Norton, Alexandria Magero, Pili Mthethwa, 

Courtney Crookes 
Front Row: Savanna Alexander, Mrs L Jenkins, 

Lerato Moephuli
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1ST HOCKEY TEAM
Back Row:  Emma Griffin, Carla Meaker, Grace Kitshoff, Storm Veenstra, Sophie 

Rebeck, Sarah Church 
Second Row: Lusanda Mtshali, Alice Beckett, Erin Armstrong, 

Georgie Romer-Lee, Rachel Randall, Kiara McLuckie, Courtney Crookes
Front Row: Caroline Wenke, Mrs M Randall, Georgina Baker (Captain), 

Mr R Jones (Coach), Leah Kriel (Vice-Captain)
Absent: Ella Thorburn, Gabrielle Benkenstein

1ST NETBALL TEAM
Back Row:  Tsholofelo Mkhari, Lauren Skinner, Jessica Nell, Mia Lee

Front Row: Shannon Armstrong, Erin Viljoen (Vice-Captain), Mrs L Zuma,
 Jodi Lee (Captain), Lerato Moephuli

Absent: Dintle Magasa, Ofentje Motubatse

NETBALL 

2019 was yet again another great year for our Netball girls. 
Not only did our girls play with great enthusiasm, they played 
with utter passion and determination too. This year the 
netball girls achieved amazing results in the Umgungundlovu 
Netball League, Fast 5 Netball League and the 1st Team 
won the 2019 KZN Spar Challenge Tournament. A number 
of girls made KZN age group teams and participated in 
external tournaments. Our netball girls behaved like true 
sportswomen throughout the season especially in defeat. 
The 1st Team participated in the Independent Schools’ Sports 
Festival which was hosted at St Anne’s Diocesan College, as 
well as the St Stithians Netball festival in Johannesburg. Our 
U14s attended the U14 Roedean Tournament, the U15s 
attended the Waterstone College Tournament and our U16s 
played in the Rustenburg College Tournament in Cape Town. 
Netball at St Anne’s keeps on improving and we are excited 
about the future and the upcoming talent from our Junior 
teams.

Most Improved Senior:   
Ofentje Motubatse 

Most Improved Junior: 
Ziphozenkosi Cele

HOCKEY 

2019 has been a successful and exciting year of hockey at St 
Anne’s. The addition of our second artificial hockey field has 
been one of the many highlights and has given all teams the 
opportunity to train and play their matches on the quicker 
surface. It has been very encouraging to see the growth 
and improvement of our girls, as well as the St Anne’s team 
culture that was displayed throughout the season. Due to the 
hard work and dedication of our girls, many were selected 
for the KZN Inland Team which allowed them to achieve 
hockey standards, half colours and colours. 28 girls in total 
made a provincial team.

Gabrielle Benkenstein, Ella Thorburn and Bahati Dakile have 
truly excelled this year and were awarded Honours for hockey 
due to their selection for the U16 South African Squad. 
The 1st Team had another successful and brilliant season. 
After playing in many tournaments and achieving outstanding 
results throughout the season, the girls were unbeaten in 
the Midlands League and were placed in the top 5 at the St 
Mary’s Investec Hockey Festival. This year the team was able 
to qualify for the annual Top 12 Tournament held at Oranje 
Meisies and finished 7th. Congratulations on the U16s top 12 
finish this year too.

The 2019 hockey season has certainly been one to celebrate.  

Most Improved Senior:   
Bronwyn McGaw

Most Improved Junior: 
Aidah Rahman
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SOCCER 

The 2019 soccer teams had yet another successful season, winning 
most of their matches, and a number of girls made KZN teams. St Anne’s 
has undergone some cosmetic changes, one being a new soccer field 
next to the sports centre, looking over the vlei. With the help of their 
coaches every team has performed well, displaying a great level of skill 
and determination throughout the 3rd Term. The 1st Team and U16As 
participated in an age group tournament early on in the season, with 
both teams leaving unbeaten. The outstanding performance of the soccer 
girls allowed many girls from grade 8 through to grade 12 to achieve 
standards, half colours and colours for their KZN selection. The dynamic 
of the 1st Team has changed a lot over the past years, with new faces 
from the younger grades gaining experience and allowing friendships to 
form across the grades. It has been a very enjoyable season of soccer.

Most Improved Senior:   
Ella Karan, Rebecca Lonsdale, Georgina Armstrong

Most Improved Junior: 
Amber McLuckie

SWIMMING 

The 2019 swimming season got off to a great 
start with St Anne’s winning two and coming a 
close 2nd in three of the Midlands galas.  The 
girls consistently showed great passion and a 
determination to better themselves and their 
personal times every week.  The Inter-Schools 
Gala held at UKZN was incredibly exciting with 
St Anne’s in the lead at the half-way point and 
only narrowly losing to St John’s by just 5 points 
overall.  St Anne’s relay teams picked up the U17 
Freestyle Relay GHS Trophy, the Open Freestyle 
Lindsay Trophy, the Senior Butterfly Beaumont 
Trophy and the U19 Freestyle Farrant Trophy. A 
special congratulations to the matric freestyle 
team who won every relay for five years. 
Despite icy mornings and tiring afternoons, 
every swimmer trained and competed through 
the season with commitment. 

Most Improved Senior:   
Anna Willis and Erin Ahier

Most Improved Junior: 
Isabella Thornton-Dibb

SQUASH 

The determination and dedication of the girls displayed this season cannot go 
without mention under the coaching and guidance of Dalmain Strydom. Incredible 
strength was shown at the 2019 Inter-schools Tournament. Our 1st Team was 
successful in winning the tournament, which resulted in them taking part in the 
Top Schools Tournament as representatives of KZN. The girls competed well against 
some of the top squash schools in South Africa. We finished 3rd in our group and 
5th overall. The season overall comprised of great squash, progress in the girls’ 
technique and skill, but also laughter and friendship. There was a genuine sense of 
community amongst the girls participating in 2019. Squash is more than just results; 
it is about girls finding their passion for the sport while building relationships with 
their sisters in blue.

Most Improved Senior:   
Jessica Harper

Most Improved Junior: 
Ellena Chemaly-Sutherland

1ST SOCCER TEAM
Back Row: Rachel Randall, Sarah Church, Georgina Baker, Grace 

Kitshoff, Sisanda Jezile 
Second Row: Lusanda Mtshali, Erin Armstrong, 
Hannah van Niekerk, Kiara McLuckie, Ivy Kiruri

Front Row: Carla Meaker, Georgina Armstrong (Captain), 
Mr K Nero (Coach), Mikki-B Rey (Vice-Captain), Courtney Crookes

1ST SQUASH TEAM
Back Row: Savannah Ingledew, Georgina Romer-Lee, 

Georgina Baker, Natalie Rohrs
Front Row: Mia Bradford (Captain), 

Mr D Strydom (Coach), Emma Griffin

SWIMMING TEAM
Back Row: Tracey Steffensen, Catherine Viedge, Tatum-Lea Garvey, Jessica Brown,

 Katherine Herbert, Rebecca Winterton
Third Row: Erin Ahier, Annabel Hardie, Arabella Rushton, Emma Hoole, Dayna Graham, 

Georgina Butcher, Kelly Bouwer, Isabella Gaul
Second Row: Emma Hammond, Jessica Johnson, Sarah Anders, Rebecca Edwards, Kayla 

Prowse, Pemba Elliot, Erin Armstrong, Alexandra Parry, Alexandra Spencer, 
Abby Daugherty

Front Row: Leah Kriel, Emily Anders, Anna Willis, Katherine Burnett (Captain), 
Mrs M Randall (Coach), Josie Dobeyn, Jessica Bompas, Frances Schnell, Olivia Rosenfels

Absent: Maya Fleischer, Anna Thornton-Dibb, Isabella Thornton-Dibb 
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1ST TENNIS TEAM
Back Row:  Grace Love, Storm Veenstra, Jade Harty, Brooke Rossiter, 

Brooke Veenstra 
Front Row: Alice Beckett, Mr M Wessels (Coach), Jessica Parker

1ST WATER POLO TEAM
Back Row:  Anna Thornton-Dibb, Isabella Scribante, Zara Wood, Frances Schnell 

Middle Row: Olivia Rosenfels, Jessica Brown, Dominique Teichmann, 
Katherine Burnett, Erin Ahier

Front Row: Josie Dobeyn, Megan Sileno (Coach), Maya Fleischer (Captain), 
Mrs L Jenkins, Anna Willis

Absent: Nyrobi Gutu

WATER POLO 

This year all of the water polo teams have trained 
hard through some gruelling conditions. It has been a 
successful and exciting year of water polo, and pleasing 
to see the large number of girls who have found a 
love for the sport. With the help of our coaches, Mr 
Matthew Stringer, Mr Cameron Wiid and Mrs Megan 
Sileno, we have managed to achieve some remarkable 
results. The 1st Team achieved a top 6 placing in the St 
Peter’s Tournament and a bronze medal in the St Anne’s 
Tournament. Present were some of the country’s top 
water polo schools and there was a spectacular display 
of skill and sportsmanship. Three of our girls, Erin Ahier, 
Olivia Rosenfels and Anna Thornton-Dibb, were selected 
to represent the South African U20 Team that travelled 
to Russia – a remarkable achievement and experience 
for the girls. 

Most Improved Senior:   
Kayla Prowse

Most Improved Junior: 
Jada Kruger 

TENNIS 

2019 has brought another outstanding tennis season. The girls have 
worked hard and improved significantly under the coaching of Mr 
Maree Wessels and the external coaches. Their love and passion for 
tennis has rubbed off on many girls as seen by the large number of 
tennis players at St Anne’s. The 2019 tennis season was successful 
for teams at many different levels but the 1st Team managed to win 
the top league in Term 2 and they came second in Term 3. They also 
finished 1st in the Independent Schools’ Tennis Tournament held in 
Grahamstown in February. Three of our girls (Jade Harty, Grace Love 
and Brooke Veenstra) made the KZN teams in their age groups and 
Storm Veenstra was selected to represent South Africa in the U19 
Team.

Most Improved Senior:   
Brooke Rossiter 

Most Improved Junior: 
Lucy Church 



Committees
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ENTERTAINMENT COMMITTEE
Back Row: Justine Lister, Ashley Low, Ayabonga Hlatshwayo, Kirstyn Densham, Tara Walther, Frances Martin, Lungile Mkhize

Front Row: Olwethu Ntiyane, Sbongakonke Ngubo, Mrs B Hyde, Jamie Gilson, Kungathi Mngoma

COLLEGE FORUM
Back Row: Jemma Muir, Jessica Johnson, Claire van Rooyen, Kristi Bester, Rebecca van der Merwe, Jessica Brown, Khanyisa-Christelle Zaka, 

Esmé Thornhill-Davis
Second Row: Bridget Davies, Sbongakonke Ngubo, Kate Gerrish, Georgina Armstrong, Mrs D Ross, Lerato Moephuli, Josie Dobeyn, 

Ariné de Villiers, Lesedi Leketi
Front Row: Zakithi Mathe, Phumla Marareni, Amy Burnett, Yojana Somchand, Boitumelo Magomola

Absent: Mia Presbury, Lelam Mini
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MARKETING COMMITTEE
Back Row: Rebecca van der Merwe, Kristen Bouwer, Danielle Terblanche, Josie Dobeyn, Zara Wood, Jodi Lee, Erin Magrobi

Fifth Row: Rebecca Banfield, Kate Segar, Jenna Schwegmann, Demi Talmage, Jamie Gilson, Kim van Rooyen, Emily Vermaak, Jasmine Tlhagoane
Fourth Row: Sarah Lund, Natalie Rohrs, Rachel Randall, Kayleigh Naidoo, Caelan Mckenzie, Ruvimbo Vambe, Gabrielle Chellan

Third Row: Ogodiseng Mothudi, Tshedza Mphephu, Ashleigh Hold, Amy McLean-Banks, Isabella Latter, Sophie Holt, Isabella Raw, Natasha Stern
Second Row: Ofentje Motubatse, Kelli Frew, Emily Crowe, Bonolo Mokoka (Head), Mrs J McKenzie, Courtney Crookes (Vice), Christina Herridge, 

Reolebogile Sachane, Jessica Brown
Front Row: Botshelo Magomola, Itayi Madzinga, Rosalie Brouckaert, Nandi Sibanda, Jessica Dunn, Juliette Armitage, Ariné de Villers, 

Chloe Ferguson

SOCIAL FUNCTIONS COMMITTEE
Back Row: Ariné de Villiers, Hannah Lazenby, Zara Wood, Oratile Sisanda Mbulawa

Front Row: Mrs C Crampton, Kayleigh Naidoo, Chloe Greathead, Mr T Radebe



Environment
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The Enviro Club had another busy year with 
a number of new ideas and initiatives. The 
girls made a difference in the community by 
participating in litter clean-ups and shared 
their passion for protecting the environment 
by holding a silent protest. They were 
also able to learn more about biodiversity 
through the FGASA course and by going on 
a guided game drive at Tala Nature Reserve. 
Some initiatives that we participated in this 
year included ‘meat-free Monday’ and the 
sale of bamboo toothbrushes to those who 
wished to reduce their plastic waste.  Up-
cycle projects also showed the girls how they 
can make usable items from waste in order to 
reduce, reuse and recycle.

ENVIRO COMMITTEE
Back Row: Kutlwano Motau, Tsholofelo Mkhari, Namhla Ntshanga, Abigail Jonsson, 

Jessica Nell, Kate Turner, Sarah Church
Second Row: Tshegofatso Motaung, Miss J Trodd, Yolandi Koekemoer, Jodi Sadik, 

Miss K Sanders, Thato Lethola
Front Row: Natasha Stern, Georgina Romer-Lee, Hannah Lazenby

FGASA

A number of girls have signed up for the FGASA (Field Guide Association of South Africa) 
course. Sessions are held twice a term in which Ms Cade, an expert in the field, guides 
the girls through the various modules. 

ECO BRICKS

The Enviro Club encourages and supports the making of ecobricks. The bricks are made 
from 2L bottles, filled with non-recyclable waste, and are taken to the Singakwenza 
Depot where they are used as building material. The school collects an average of 20 
eco bricks a term!

UPCYCLING

A number of Friday afternoons were spent in “upcycling” projects where useful items 
were made from waste materials. One of these was making a skipping rope from bread 
packet plastics.
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PROTEST AGAINST UNSUSTAINABLE LIVING

The girls are passionate about saving the environment and they 
were eager to share this message with others. We organized 
a protest at The Quarry Center and in order to emphasis the 
seriousness of the situation, the girls were completely silent 
while they held up posters highlighting environmental issues. 
Not only were the public made aware of these challenges, but 
the girls themselves learnt to stand up for their beliefs.

LITTER CLEAN-UPS

Apart from hosting our local litter clean-ups, the Enviro Club 
girls also spent time along the Msunduzi River and Durban 
Beachfront.

TREE PLANTING

Wildtrust donated 25 trees to St Anne’s and the Enviro Club, 
together with the YES Recruits, planted these out. 

TALA PRIVATE NATURE RESERVE

The girls visited Tala Private Nature Reserve where they spotted 
rhino as well as giraffe, zebra, nyala, impala, blue wildebeest 
and a host of other animals. Their tour guide shared some 
interesting facts about each of the animals, including that 
giraffe have no voice boxes.



















Pastoral Care
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All staff have a pastoral role to play at St Anne’s as the care, wellness and growth of our girls is our focus. Among our staff is a team of people 
whose primary commitment is the holistic nurturing of girls, and their role is fundamental to the happiness in our college.

The Housemothers, namely: Lindi Fairweather, Bev Philpot, Judy Schorn, Jenny Shingler, Maxine Tapson and Lynn Timmerman have provided 
sterling service in creating homely environments for the girls. The Housemothers are seen regularly at the sides of matches, concerts and 
events, offering their enthusiastic support which means a lot to the girls. 

The counselling department underwent change when Trish Gillham retired at the end of the first term. While at the helm, Trish worked 
tirelessly in offering emotional support to staff and girls and her altruistic service, wisdom and deep care were outstanding. On her departure, 
Lizelle van Niekerk and Phumzile Mehlo stepped into the counselling department and soon embraced the challenges that arose. 

Reverend Doctor Susan van Niekerk continued to provide spiritual guidance to the girls, as well as safe spaces for them to share their thoughts. 
During chapel services, she challenged the girls regularly to think a little more deeply, and to grow stronger in faith.

The sanatorium staff, under the leadership of Sister Sharlene Mills, were kept very busy taking good care of the wellbeing of girls. Their genuine 
kindness is such an asset to our college.

Margaret Gaines and the catering staff added to the excellent fare provided, by going the extra mile in showing warmth to staff and girls. 
Bernese Hyde and Les Brunyee have also given valuable support and guidance to all and their commitment and expertise are valued.  

St Anne’s is a community where there is deep care for one another and the matrics of 2019 set an infectious tone of pride in their school which 
saw a deep level of encouragement, empathy, enthusiasm and fun. Their leadership had a strong pastoral care influence as they served the 
school with passion and responsibility.

All stakeholders have played their part in the pastoral care at our college, and the warmth and happiness which one feels on the campus are a 
result of this sense of community.

Debbie Martin
Deputy Head: Pastoral Care

PEER COUNSELLORS
Back Row: Georgia Lupton-Smith, Demi Talmage, Caitlin Mackenzie, Jodi Lee, Olivia Mackenzie, Jessica Bompas

Second Row: Christina Herridge, Frances Martin (Head), Mrs T Gillham, Pili Mthethwa, Olwethu Ntiyane
Front Row: Alexandria Magero, Mia Bradford, Catherine Rich





Andrews
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ANDREWS
Back Row: Siphokazi Mnganga, Erin Venter, Samantha Lambert, Isabella Harvey, Bianca Voigts, Catherine Viedge, Lily Grindrod, 

Victoria Armstrong, Sarah Church
Sixth Row: Jada Kruger, Tegan MacFarlane, Nandi Falala, Megan Parker, Jodi Lee, Lucy Lambert, Shannon Armstrong, Taytum Clark, 

Rachel Butcher, Abby Talmage 
Fifth Row: Meeca Parsons, Lucy Church, Carla Meaker, Kirstyn Densham, Stephanie Jay, Georgina Baker, Erin Viljoen, Jessica Parker, 

Mackenzie Clark, Tamsyn Arnold
Fourth Row: Chisala Chikwanda, Nyrobi Gutu, Isabella Winter, Ogodiseng Mothudi, Natasha Stern, Mikha Sabatta, Sarah Fyvie, Erin Armstrong, 

Olivia Baker, Mia Lee
Third Row: Andiswa Gwala, Tsaone Mothudi, Ashlea van der Riet, Genevieve Ardé, Isabella Raw, Sabrina Barnes, Jasmin Elliot, Grace Ross, 

Megan MacFarlane, Abby Gauntlett, Senzelw’umusa Mathe
Second Row: Drisana Craig, Jemma Hendricks, Aidah Rahman, Phumla Marareni, Lerato Chwaro, Ndimphiwe Ludwaba, Jemma Muir, 

Josephine le Roux, Ellena Sutherland-Chemaly, Lucy Gilson, Sibahle Malinga, Nompie Mukhari
Front Row: Georgina Armstrong, Courtney Crookes, Abigail Arnold, Neo Gumede, Miss S Klaas, Reolebogile Sachane, Mrs L Fairweather, 

Gemma Gauntlett, Georgia McCall, Sarah Whyte, Olwethu Ntiyane
Absent: Luyanda Mhlongo, Kefiliwe Karabo Mabelane
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Frances Baines
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FRANCES BAINES
Back Row: Jessica Nell, Arabella Rushton, Dinah Frey, Natasha Baldwin, Katherine Herbert, Isabella Scribante, Emma Crampton, 

Reneilwe Mtshatsheni, Kelly Bouwer 
Sixth Row: Kate Turner, Ciaran Hornby, Kathryn Gilbert, Katlo Molefe, Erin Ahier, Ruby McCrae, Georgina Butcher, Clementine Robinson, 

Nondumiso Radebe, Kate Burnett 
Fifth Row: Jessica Harper, Juliette Armitage, Sofia Millar-Cole, Robyn Gilbert, Grace George, Eve Tomlinson, Kayla Prowse, 

Gabrielle Benkenstein, Jessica Johnson, Alessia Zedde 
Fourth Row: Ariné de Villiers, Jessica Dunn, Gabrielle Chellan, Drew Munro, Emily Allan, Abby Williamson, Amkela Msimang, 

Uzenokuhle Phewa, Avuziwe Mbebe, Ella St Clair, Nina Baynes, Emily Barker
Third Row: Jamie Rice, Kirsten Rindfleisch, Anna Wesselink, Kungathi Mngoma, Justine Lister, Thembalihle Xulu, Hannah van Niekerk, 

Siobhán Forbes-Wilkinson, Skye Bates, Cathleen Hamann, Itayi Madzinga 
Second Row: Tara McCormick, Emma Teichmann, Chloe Ferguson, Mikhyla Mokoetla, Casey Mosdell, Amy Burnett, Louise Dunn, 

Sisanda Bhengu, Ziphozenkosi Cele, Langelihle Nhlapo, Zakithi Mathe, Aphelele Ngcamu 
Front Row: Josie Dobeyn, Ashley Low, Jade Howard, Caitlin Mackenzie, Mrs J Shingler, Mikki-B Rey, Ms E Banda, Ayabonga Hlatshwayo, 

Christina Herridge, Kristin Bouwer, Julianne Lewis
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Old Girls
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At Old Girls’ Day on Saturday 1 June 2019, Mrs Kari Greene welcomed 
Mr Arguile, Mrs Martin, Rev van Niekerk, Committee members, Old 
Girls, the Guest of Honour, Mr Gush who is the recipient of the St 
Anne Award, and his daughters Julia Barron and Katie Gush, to the 
112th Old Girls’ Day A.G.M.  She thanked Rev Susan van Niekerk for 
leading the Chapel service, Lerato Moephuli, Deputy Head Girl, for her 
reading in Chapel, Mrs Hibbert and Mr Oosthuizen for the orchestra 
and choir performance, and Margaret and her team for the wonderful 
morning tea.

A quorum was present and the meeting declared open. The minutes 
of the 2018 A.G.M. were confirmed as being read and the Class of 
2018 were welcomed into the Old Girls’ Guild. A minute’s silence was 
observed in remembrance of Old Girls who had passed away since 
last year’s A.G.M.

Georgina Armstrong, the Head Girl for 2019 and the Headmaster, Mr 
Arguile, presented reports to the A.G.M. Mrs Greene thanked them 
and made special reference to a longitudinal survey and encouraged 
all Old Girls to take the time to participate in the research study. A 
special welcome was made to the various reunions.

Mrs Greene quoted Jeff Bridges, “The way to change the world is 
through individual responsibility and taking local action in your own 
community.”  She believes our girls are leaving St Anne’s with a holistic 
education, ready to embrace the challenges of the ever-changing 
world.

The School Shop was started by the Old Girls’ Guild in 1962 with 
Sybil Moxham and the late Evelyn Oscroft, to sell second-hand school 
uniforms to raise money for the Old Girls’ Guild Bursary. The primary 
purpose of the shop remains as such, ensuring that funding is available 
to daughters of Old Girls. An Old Girl Bursary has been awarded to a 
very worthy, qualifying recipient, who joined the College in 2020. Mrs 
Greene read out an excerpt from a letter of thanks from a previous 
Bursary recipient who matriculated last year. 

“Dear Members of the St Anne’s Old Girls’ Guild,
The impact you have made on my life is profound. I would have never 
received such an opportunity if you had not selected me for the Old 
Girls’ Guild bursary. From hearing about my mum’s stories about her 
time here I was inspired to continue the tradition and you allowed me 
the chance to attend my dream school. I cannot find words sufficient 
enough to thank you for the privilege it was to attend St Anne’s. This 
beautiful school has taught me lifelong lessons and developed me 
into the person I am today. I hope to one day give back to this school, 
in the way it has given to me, because I feel such pride to be able 
to call myself a St Anne’s Old Girl. I understand that this is both a 
responsibility and a great blessing.”

One of the main objectives of the Old Girls’ Guild is to support each 
other in friendship and business and to build a strong sisterhood out 
in the world. Functions are arranged in Johannesburg, Cape Town and 
the Midlands and we encourage you to attend these. Mention was 
made of a planned fundraising Theatre Evening with guest speaker 
Zelda La Grange (former Private Secretary to Nelson Mandela). As part 
of our social responsibility we will donate 10% of our raffle takings to 
Summerhill House, run by Old Girl, Paula Owen, for orphaned and 
abandoned children affected by HIV/Aids. The ‘Women of the World 
Luncheon held in 2018, with Devi Govender as our guest speaker, was 

Chairperson’s Report 

a resounding success. The event made a significant contribution to 
the profit we generated and we provided bursaries to three Old Girls’ 
daughters.
 
Old Girls News is posted regularly on the St Anne’s website and Old 
Girls’ Facebook page. On our website it states, “St Anne’s Old Girls are 
a talented and entrepreneurial bunch, having set up businesses across 
practically all market sectors, both locally, and on an international 
scale.” The Business Directory lists businesses that are owned or 
partnered by an Old Girl so we can support each other through 
business relationships and networking. 

Michele Bosch joined us in September 2018 as the new Shop Manager. 
Mrs Greene thanked our previous manager, Lindi Fairweather, for her 
commitment and dedication to the shop. 
 
Thanks were extended to the wonderful Old Girls’ Guild Committee 
and Office Bearers who have worked incredibly well together. Mrs 
Greene thanked them for their support, loyalty, enthusiasm and 
announced that she will be stepping down as Chairman this year and 
that Mrs Angela Gauntlett will be taking over the role. 

Alison Ascough resigned at the beginning of the year and she was 
thanked in her absence for her unbelievable management, calm 
and support. Michelle Pieterse was welcomed as the new Old Girls’ 
Liaison and Archives Officer. Jenna McKenzie, Marketing Coordinator 
for St Anne’s, has been fantastic with regards to working with Michelle 
in arranging Old Girls’ Day.

The St Anne’s Old Girls’ Guild is proud to recognise Old Girls with two 
types of awards. The prestigious St Anne Award, presented at Old 
Girls’ Day, and the Award of Excellence, presented to Old Girls who 
model determination, success and excellence in their chosen field 
of endeavour. This year we were delighted to present the Award of 
Excellence to two deserving recipients: Toni Burton and Spoen Green. 
Old Girls are encouraged to send in nominations for both these 
awards so we can recognise and celebrate our outstanding women.

Catherine Raphael (née Holley) tabled a suggestion at the 2003 Old 
Girls’ Guild A.G.M. that an annual award be made to an Old Girl, 
whose dedicated service to the community went above and beyond 
the call of duty. The St Anne Award came into being to give special 
recognition, once a year, to an Old Girl whose efforts to give back to 
her community have been exceptional. As a committee, we felt to 
“extend the parameters of the award a bit” and honour Mr Peter Gush 
with the award this year. His contribution and selfless work in service 
to the community of St Anne’s over 52 years has been remarkable. We 
welcome him as an Honorary Old Girl. 

OFFICE BEARERS
Claire Hoatson, Michelle Pieterse (Old Girls’ Liaison), Sue Whyte, 

Jenna McKenzie (Marketing & PR), Kari Greene (Chairperson), 
Anne Chadwick, Vicki Dillon, Jo James

Absent: Angela Gauntlett (incoming Chairperson), 
Dinky Johnson, Debbie Erskine, Jane Douglas, Angela Wolf
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Toni Burton 
(née Spiller, Frances Baines, 1976)

On Friday, 1 February 2019, we hosted Toni 
Burton at St Anne’s and presented her with 
the Award of Excellence for her commitment 
to training and empowering disadvantaged 
women. In 2007 she started up her company, 
Zizamele, and was able to employ a number of 
ladies who were abandoned and had no family. 
She trained the women in the art of creating 
ceramics. Zizamele means “to develop” 
and it has grown from strength to strength 
providing job security and a steady income. 
Toni addressed the girls of St Anne’s before 
accepting her award and was inspirational. 
She spoke about her personal development 
and journey that she has been on together 
with the women she works with. After the 
Q&A session, Toni identified her top three 
favourite questions and handed over Zizamele 
pieces to the girls who had asked them. She 
also presented St Anne’s with an iconic Ubuntu 
Bowl which is proudly displayed in our archives 
cabinet. The College now stocks a small range 
of Zizamele products that are used as gifts and 
can be purchased through the school shop. 

Spoen Green 
(Macrorie, 2013)

On Thursday, 17 October 2019, we 
presented Spoen Green with the Award 
of Excellence. This award is presented 
to Old Girls who model determination, 
success and excellence in their chosen 
field of endeavour. Spoen certainly 
illustrated this with her presentation 
to the girls when she spoke with great 
passion and enthusiasm about the 
Oxpecker Trail Run event and how the 
idea started and grew to the success it 
is today.  She explained to the girls how 
the Oxpecker Trail Run is South Africa’s 
top 2-day trail running event and that 
this is not just a race but an OXPECKER 
experience! It was hosted in 2015 with 
380 runners and has grown to a race 
spanning over three weekends and 
3000 runners in 2019. 

Spoen has further demonstrated her 
determination to be successful in 
everything she starts by winning the 
contest on the television show, My 
Kitchen Rules South Africa, with her 
sister Rox, in 2018. Spoen left the girls 
with the message, “Bravery will get you 
places; it takes 20 seconds of insane 
courage and something good will come 
of it.” 

Award of Excellence
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St Anne Award

Mr Peter Gush joined the St Anne’s Diocesan College Board in 1968. He was a chartered accountant and partner at Price Waterhouse which 
stood him in good stead when he was elected as the Chairman of the Board Finance Committee in 1970. Nine years later he was appointed as 
the Chairman of the Board and chaired for 12 years until 1990. He attended many Board and Finance Committee meetings, as well as Speech 
Days and other special College functions. He was involved in selecting three College Heads: Tony Cheetham, Bill McQuade and David Wilkinson. 

Peter gave 52 years of humble, selfless service to the College, both on the Board and the Foundation, attending many meetings until 2018. He 
was renowned for his fierce guardianship of financial constraint at the College, preferring to save money “for a rainy day”. He interrogated all 
requests for funding from the Foundation and this attitude ensured the substantial growth of the Foundation funds. 

His wife Caroline, their three daughters Julia (1979), Katie (1981), Hilary (1987) and many of his extended family have been educated at St 
Anne’s. Peter is a devoted family man and loves spending time with his children and grandchildren. St Anne’s runs through Peter’s veins due to 
his close family ties with the College over the decades. He is a strong believer in women having equal opportunities and supporting themselves 
and he has proudly associated himself with St Anne’s core values, which represent his own. He has seen many changes during his time at St 
Anne’s and he has been an inspiration to us all with his unconditional dedication and service to the growth of the College.
 
The St Anne’s Old Girls’ Guild take great pleasure in awarding Mr Peter Gush with the St Anne Award, as well as inviting him to be part of The 
Guild as an Honorary Old Girl.
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Old Girls’ Day



CLASS OF 1942 - 1955
Back Row: Jackie Pepworth (née Tucker), Paddy Lambert (née Armstrong), Toni McGee (née Palmer), Mary Cole (née Gibson)

Front Row: Patsy Hunter (née Parker), Caroline de Gersigny (née Faircliff), Sybil Moxham (née Moor), Gillian Siedle (née Faircliff)
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CLASS OF 1959
Back Row: Avril Wilson (née Challenor), Dawn King (née Culverwell), Sally Nienaber (née Marshall), Helen Bam (née Wishart), 

Anne Youngleson (née Folker)
Front Row: Jocelyn Younghusband (née Warren),  Stephanie Swiss (née Castle), Adele de Bruyn (née Allin),  Gail Campbell,  

Alison Ashby (née Stiebel)



CLASS OF 1969
Back Row: Dee Hendrie (née Essery), Sal Syme (née Durnford), Sue Deale (née Haines), Libby Collins (née Jackson), 

Caroline Whalley (née Baker), Jenny Henderson (née Hall), Judy Rowley (née Addison)
Middle Row: Jill Koch (née Ratcliffe), Anne Shimwell (née Gathercole), Murrae-Lyn Godbold (née Craib), Bev Glennie (née Alcock), 

Barbie James, Annie Nicholson (née Robarts)
Front Row: Penny Niven (née Christopher), Angie Jacobs (née Grice), Celia Bobak (née Rake), Lynn Ferguson

CLASS OF 1974
Back Row: Linda Oldert (née Copland), Vicki Dillon (née Francis), Karen Franks (née Fallick), Jane Wylie (née Rood), 

Gillian Arthur (née Addison), Jane Gilbert (née McLeod), Heather Partner (née Wright) (partly hidden), Kate Hulley (née Henderson), 
Bronwyn Eb (née Hamlyn), Judy Grobler (née Munroe), Angela Greene (née Davies)

Middle Row: Harriet Hedley (née Gilfillan), Sandra de Bufanos (née Grantham), Elizabeth Forsdick (née Hunt-Holly), Amanda Cleasby, 
Dinah Ollemans (née Davis), Nicola Cronin (née Jex), Julie Mustard (née Rich)

Front Row: Alison Isaacs, Louise Hellberg (née du Plessis), Belinda Stein (née Foss), Judy Wintzens (née Dean), 
Jenny Grice, Mary Robinson (née Mckenzie)
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CLASS OF 1979
Back Row: Caroline de Beer (née Keith), Katrina Phillips, Sarah Ellis (née Baldock), Pippa Scott (née Nicholson), Alice Kramer (née Brookes)

Middle Row: Lydia Boedinghaus, Kathryn Gawith, Sue Alexander Case (née McMenamin), Jane Douglas (née Buchel), 
Cathy Bretherton (née Saunders)

Front Row: Karen Waters (née Fourie), Debbie Marx (née Cummings), Debbie Harvey Moon (née Harvey), 
Norma Schooling (née Talmage), Sue Lund, Julia Barron (née Gush)

CLASS OF 1984
Back Row: Tracey Hudson (née Robertson), Leigh Dougall (née Hooper), Pam Sherriffs, Michelle Blanckenberg (née Fyvie), 

Claudia Treagus (née Schofield), Caroline Waterhouse (née Baldock)
Middle Row: Donna Yeo (née Thomas), Clair Sawyer, Gillian Murray, Lauren Muller, Noel Davie

Front Row: Sandhya Moodley (née Naidoo), Liesa Bellairs, Amanda van Baggem (née Bakels), Verity Barrett (née Gearing), 
Pam Ferguson (née Cox), Amanda Tilley (née Plant)
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CLASS OF 1989
Back Row: Jo Crookes (née Armstrong), Jean Williamson (née Elliot), Carina Smawfield (née Wright), Cathy Scott (née Cassidy), 

Kim Barnard (née Murray), Gaynor Armstrong (née Visick)
Third Row: Wendy Boshoff (née Rowlands), Rowena Tyson (née Kirk), Bridgette Trotter (née James), Kate Fields (née Feek), 

Fiona Ferguson (née Stanley), Vicci Lonsdale (née McNaught Davies)
Second Row: Leanne Smith (née Scott), Robyn Young (née Hanbury-King), Jo Devine (née Roll), Bridgette Henderson, Vimlesh Rajbansi, 

Nicky Ringwood (née Hindle), Gemma Wentworth (née Robinson)
Front Row: Julia Coetzee (née North), Georgie Casey (née Bell), Helen Meyer (née Jones), Gail Starr (née Ogg), Kate Lehnerdt (née Gerber), 

Tracy Rowe (née Hoy), Didi Munro

CLASS OF 1994
Nonhlanhla Dakile (née Ntsuntsha), Chey Simpson, Connie Koaho (née Soares), Nontando Radebe (née Ndzobongo), 

Dianne Love (née Gordon)
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CLASS OF 2009
Back Row: Georgie Botton, Kirsten Cole, Kimberley Jones, Jayne Henderson Everill (née Gardner), Meg Hutchison, Alex Boyes-Varley, 

Alice Kelly (née Colle), Jessica Hayter (née Skeeles), Olivia Dummer, Kim Burnett (née Pedlar)
Middle Row: Tumelo Setlaba , Leigh Anne Liebenberg (née Beresford), Britt Pride, Brittany Arbuthnot, Rebecca Marwick, Kelly Howard, 

Matšeliso Mphaka,
Front Row: Ntandoyenkosi Mthethwa, Michal Black (née Fannin), Caitlin Morrison, Amy Cowley, Taryn Mallett, Kelly Norton, 

Stacey Partridge, Rosalie Frost, Lara Simpson

CLASS OF 1999
Back Row: Hayley Hultquist (née Podmore), Caroline Francis (née Reichhelm), Ali Kingsley (née Bircher), Taryn Pringle (née Wang), 

Di Granoux (née Caulton), Philippa Dekker (née Healey), Natalie Vasey (née Frank), Andi Wright (née Fell), 
Claire Evans-Anderson (née Evans), Amanda Standley (née Stannard)

Third Row: Charlene Pauw (née van Zyl), Cassie Fourie (née Wintgens), Brizi Coetzer, Kerry Egner (née Wallace), Saranne Durham, 
Shanaz Cooper (née Ferreira), Nikki Chennells (née Kerr)

Second Row: Melinda Whitfield (née Dimitriou), Natasha McCloy, Jacklyn Geils (née Ridway), Alyssa Kotze, Carmen Caldwell (née Moorhouse), 
Taryn van der Linde (née Holtzhausen), Dom Luden (née McMurty), Camilla Spice (née Lloys Ellis), Jane Barnes (née Dunlop), 

Emma Weston (née Fitzgerald), Nane Dineka 
Front Row: Merry Haarder (née Velzeboer), Lucy  Spurr (née Davies), Julie Hartslief (née Morrison), Pippa  Hunt (née Wimble), Cherise Dolby, 
Cherie Bowman-Edgar (née Raleigh), Colleen Leipus (née Venning), Buyi Dlamini (née Makhoba), Nandi Ngwenya (née Dlamini) with her baby
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Jennifer Morrison 
(Andrews, 1989)

After school, I took a year off to travel and studied Philosophy, English and Psychology through UNISA whilst attending painting classes in 
Durban. I then did Fine Art at Natal Technikon and afterwards went to London where I did a year at Chelsea College of Art and Design. I 
completed my Fine Art degree at Central Saint Martin’s College of Art and Design. I was very excited to be admitted to these prestigious 
institutions as the competition to get in was fierce, but I have to say that my training in Durban was world class and in some ways was even 
better in the diversity and depth of what was offered.

There are so many creative avenues to follow. I think it’s very important to be really honest with yourself about what kind of life you want 
to lead and how best to go about fulfilling that vision. Being an artist is a wonderful way to live a life but it is not easy. It needs a lot of self-
discipline and great tenacity and passion to sustain you through many years of working without recognition. That hopefully comes eventually!  
But you can follow a creative path in many ways: illustration, architecture, advertising, art therapy, design, to name a few. Research what these 
all involve and choose what best fits with you. The most important thing is to be true to yourself and your vision. This is easier said than done 
but it is vital to being a good artist.

I have lived in London for twenty-seven years but I travel to South Africa frequently to see my family and friends and to keep in touch with the 
country of my birth. I am represented by Graham Modern & Contemporary in Johannesburg and will be having my second solo exhibition at 
the beautiful KZNSA Gallery in Durban in June 2020. 

I love to read, travel, take photographs, watch good stuff on Netflix and play chess. I play tennis and snooker once or twice a week. I live on 
my own with my beautiful cat and walk every day to my studio, about twenty minutes from my home. I love watching contemporary dance 
and going to art exhibitions. The most important things in my life are my family and friends and living life with my eyes and mind open. If your 
mind isn’t open then neither are your eyes! One of my favourite quotes is by Paul Valery - ‘The best way to make your dreams come true is to 
WAKE UP’.

Exceptional Old Girls

We love hearing from our Old Girls about the amazing and inspirational things that they have been up to and encourage you to send 
us news. This year we received news from Jennifer Morrison, Mariota Essery and Rebecca Pinnell on the fascinating journey their lives 
have taken them on after they left St Anne’s.
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Mariota Essery
(Mollie Stone, 1995)

When I was about 14, my art teacher Heather 
Conyngham told me to consider Advertising 
as a career. She said my style of drawing, 
thinking and personality would be a good fit. 
Fast forward 31 years later, and that advice has 
pathed a career across 3 continents, 4 cities, 
and many different ad agencies to where I am 
now: in Los Angeles running an agency called 
Sid Lee as the Executive Creative Director. 

Thank you Heather Conyngham! 

I grew up on a farm in Nkwalini, Zululand and 
I was fortunate enough to go to St Anne’s 
where some of my most vital skills of life were 
learnt - independence, confidence, kindness, 
social interactions and subjects such as Art 
and Speech and Drama. I was never a good 
maths student - in fact, I HATED maths. I failed 
at it miserably. St Anne’s was a school that 
recognised the qualities I was good at, and 
encouraged my love of Speech and Drama, Art, 
and English - those were the subjects that have 
got me so far in what I do. 

After school in 1996, I moved to Durban where 
I attended the Technikon doing a course in 
Advertising and Graphic Design. It was a 
wonderful foundation to what was to come. 
Finding your first job out of university/college 
is daunting. I really had my heart set on Cape 
Town and working at an advertising agency 
called Ogilvy - so with my portfolio case, I set 
off to find my way. Through hard work and very 
little pay, I proved I was worth a job and was 
offered a junior Art Director position where I 
stayed for a few years. 

From there, I ventured to London where I 
landed a job at Ogilvy London. Fast forward 
6 years later and I was offered a job at an 
agency called Tribal DDB in Amsterdam. I 
jumped at the chance. Moving to Amsterdam 
was an incredible experience for me. I met my 
husband there (he’s an American called Ian) 
and made some of the best work in my life. 
I won a very prestigious award for a film that 
got me to stand on stage at Cannes. 

Los Angeles was next, where I was offered a job as an Associate Creative Director for an agency called TBWA Chiat Day LA. My main account was 
working on the Adidas World Cup Campaign. This was a project that took 2 years in the making, and I had to really learn about a sport I didn’t 
know much about! While I was on production for Adidas, I found out I was pregnant with twins - and for 9 months, my body worked on one of 
the most important productions I have ever produced - my twins, Violet and Atticus! 

Advertising is a wonderful career. If anyone ever wants to talk to me about it or ask me questions - please do. Some days it doesn’t feel like 
work. Other days you work such long days and nights, they blur into one. There are so many roles that you can work in too. There are creative 
roles, strategic roles, account management, HR - and it’s all done in a really fun working environment. I’ve worked in an agency with a basketball 
court in the middle of it, another had a Starbucks cafe, and currently, I take my dog Milo to work where he runs about with 6 others!  My career 
has now spanned nearly 20 years. It hasn’t been easy getting to where I am. It takes hard work, definitely a lot of tears, but also a lot of laughs 
and fun. Working in advertising as a mum of small children is not easy too. There are very few working mothers in high positions in advertising, 
and yes, it’s still a very male-dominated world. But, it can be done, and it’s a world that is changing and women are being recognized.

I always had a very clear vision of what I wanted. I had focus too - and that focus has got me to where I am today. And it all boils down to that 
one little conversation I had in the Art Studio at St Anne’s, with my wonderful teacher, Mrs Conyngham, who believed in me. 
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Rebecca Pinnell
(Andrews, 2013)

As a St Anne’s Old Girl I went on to study a Bachelor of Accounting and an Honours Degree in Accounting at Stellenbosch University and I 
am currently completing my CA(SA) articles with Deloitte in JHB, much to my parents’ surprise, as I refused to take accounting at school! 

It was during my second year at Stellenbosch that the idea of The Care Bear Project started, after Nedbank held a competition to 
develop a sustainable community project that would benefit both the local communities as well as corporate. A few months later my 
Mum and I decided to put the project into action and so The Care Bear Project began in 2015. 

We approached women in the community to make knitted ‘Care Bears’, supplying them with the materials necessary to complete the 
bears. In return for the completed bears the women are paid for their services. There are no costs involved to the knitters as they are 
given the full knitting kit, and they knit at home, in their own time, so there are no transport costs. This allows them the flexibility to 
continue looking after their children and running their households whilst still earning. It is a community project uplifting local rural 
communities, by providing employment and much-needed income for families. Further to this, the product of their work, the bears, is 
a means of bringing joy to children in their communities – many of whom have never received a new toy.

Thanks to the support of our donors and sponsors, including St Anne’s, we now employ 30 ladies in the Lidgetton, Mphophomeni and 
Sweetwaters communities and to date we have donated in excess of 6,000 bears to various crèches, schools and organizations in need. 

On 18 October, the Old Girls’ Guild proudly handed over personalised St Anne’s Care Bears to the 2019 Matrics as a gift from the Old 
Girls’ Guild, during their final Chapel service. 
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Gillian Edwards 
(née Nicol, Usherwood, 1949)
“I moved from my townhouse in Craighall Park in August 2018 to 
San Sereno, a lovely retirement home in Bryanston. I am near my 
son Johnathan and daughter-in-law and their two sons Kian, now at 
Michaelhouse, and Elijah, a dayboy nearby. I love being able to start 
a garden from scratch. I paint twice a week with a group of artists 
and knit once a week with my original knitting group in Linden. My 
eldest daughter, Nicola Hadfield, lives between Nottingham Road 
and her beach house at Salt Rock and I see her regularly. Tessa, my 
second daughter, lives with her family in London. I visit her yearly.”

Mary Cole  
(née Gibson, Frances Baines 1954)
Mary is still playing golf. She lives with her daughter in Hilton and 
helps out at the Lower Quarry Hilton SPCA.

Patricia Hunter  
(née Parker, Macrorie 1954)
“I have moved to Pietermaritzburg to live with my son Charles.”

Jackie Pepworth  
(née Tucker, Andrews 1955)
Jackie is delighted to have two more granddaughters at St Anne’s. 
Jenna Pepworth and Steph Siedle are both in Macrorie. Tarryn 
Pepworth (née Vincent) had little Hayley in February 2019 and 
Ashleigh Pepworth is expecting in November 2019.

Gillian Siedle 
(née Faircliff, Macrorie 1954)
Gillian is part of many social groups and enjoys a game of bridge. She 
has three sons living in Australia, Holland and the USA. Her daughter 
lives in Howick. She has a 9 year old grandchild who keeps her young.

Old Girls’ News

1940’s

1950’s
Ann Soddy 
(née Dunbar, 1959)
“My friends in Australia don’t know anything about my school 
although I have mentioned my walking to Hilton at night with 
a couple of friends when I was 14 because I was missing my 
twin brother. Looking back, the school handled it very well 
when they found out. I was so happy at St Anne’s where I 
gained confidence to try different things and be open to 
exploration. 

After St Anne’s I went to Hartwell House to do Politics, 
Economics and Home Affairs. I met Andrew in 1962 while 
he was a medical student at Cambridge and we moved to 
Australia in 1977. We have been married for 57 years. 

Andrew is turning 80 in a few weeks so on the 27th of June 
we are off on a 1 month voyage on a Viking Sea cruise. No 
children, no Casino’s, no dressing up for dinner, just smart 
casual and no umbrellas in drinks! I have had a couple of mini 
strokes over the last year. I am glad to say I am now back to 
tennis twice a week. Andrew is also back at golf. Both our girls, 
Carolyn, a Senior Head Hunter for Korn Ferry and Kathryn, 
a Dermatologist, are happy. Kath’s husband represented 
Australia in the World Hot Air Balloon Championships and 
this year came 3rd out of 44 countries in Austria. Andrew and 
I were part of the Australian Team flying in Turkey in 1997 and 
we came 9th in the World. Our grandson James is halfway to 
getting his Pilot’s licence to fly solo in their balloon. 

We live in an apartment in Rose Bay next to Royal Sydney Golf 
Club and the harbour. We have been happy here and I was 
able to visit South Africa while Mum and Dad were alive (they 
lived to 96 and 100). Unfortunately my twin brother, Brian, 
died 9 years ago.” 

Yvette van Wijk 
(née Oertel, Andrews, 1957)
Yvette matriculated from St Anne’s in 
1957. Her sister Sandra Schnekenburger 
(née Oertel) also attended St Anne’s and 
matriculated in 1966. Yvette went on to 
Rhodes University where she obtained a BA 
Fine Arts Degree. On the 12th of April 2019, 
at the age of 77, she was capped with a PhD 
in Science from Rhodes University. The Thesis 
covered three subjects, namely Botany, 
Archaeology and Anthropology. Yvette says 
about her thesis, “It was great fun, but not so 
easy, it took 7 years to write the thesis after 
about 30 years of gathering data.” .
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Sue Deale  
(née Haines, Usherwood, 1969)
“I have spent 25 years as a Copywriter and Creative Director with 
various advertising agencies. I am now a Freelance Artist (many 
portrait commissions), Writer, Landscaper, and Designer. I own Mink 
& Manure Garden & Home Design. I have relocated back to Hilton 
after 35 years in Johannesburg. I married Patrick in 1980, and have 
a daughter (34), Lane-Elizabeth Reeves, a fine artist-designer who 
owns Metaphor Design in Johannesburg, with a granddaughter, 
Luna Hazel (6 months); and a son Max (28), a musician and sound 
engineer with Waterfront Film Studios in Cape Town.”

Rosemary Peerless Ellert  
(née Bradley, Macrorie 1961)
“My husband and I are still in the house after 42 odd years. My 
husband is on a pace-maker and I am finding all the stairs hard 
work. My sons live away, two in the Far East and one travels a lot 
between Zimbabwe and Johannesburg. I am delighted to tell you 
that I became a Great Granny to a little boy on the 5th November 
2018. His name is Arlo Dare, his mum and dad are Ryan and Chanel 
(née Sutton). Chanel is daughter of Stanley and Olivia (née Ellert) 
and Olivia is daughter to Rosemary Peerless Ellert (née Bradley). I 
love getting news of my old school.”

Julia Barron 
(née Gush, Marianne Browne 1979)
“I am married to Chris and I have three children, Sebastian 23, 
William 21 and Giles 19. I live in Cape Town and see my classmates 
as much as I can. I love cooking, walking, reading, and laughing a lot 
with old girls.”

Lydia Boeddinghaus  
(Andrews 1979)
Lydia is living in Cape Town with extended family and has three 
grandchildren. She works as a lung technician. She enjoys painting 
when she can. She likes to see lots of the lovely 1979 St Anne’s girls 
as often as possible.

Joanne Devine  
(née Roll, Andrews 1989)
Joanne lives in Cape Town and is married with three children aged 
15, 16 and 18. She still has an aversion to sandwich spread, French 
toast and cauliflower with cheese. 

Pam Ferguson 
(née Cox, Mollie Stone 1984) 
She married Ian in 1998 and has three children. Alistair is doing a BSc 
at Stellenbosch. Matt and Kay are at school in Grahamstown in Grade 
11 and 9. She is living in Bryanston and doing medical administration 
for her sister who practices in London.

Diana Jackson 
(née Munro, Marianne Browne 1989)
Diana is married to a man she met while standing in the passport 
queue in Peru! She has two children.

Kathryn Lehnerdt 
(née Gerber, Andrews 1989)
“I work in training and development and live in Cape Town with my 
husband Richard and stepson Kai. I have lots of small animals.”

1960’s

1970’s

1980’s
Gaynor Armstrong 
(née Visick, Andrews 1989)
Gaynor is living in Monzi on a sugar and macadamia farm. She is 
married to Mark and has three gorgeous kids, Annabelle, Erin and 
Oliver.

Jaquie Castle  
(Mollie Stone 1985)
“I follow St Anne’s closely on Facebook and I love the 
postings on cultural, educational and religious matters. A 
lot has been happening with me. I’m still in my Telstra Legal 
role, but am potentially looking to move to a higher role in 
Telstra with a more senior leader over the coming year. Quite 
a bit has been happening with my art! My works can be seen 
at Jacquiecastle.com. I am designing silk scarfs now!! When 
I am in my own property, I would love to put my hand up 
again to oversee any visits in Sydney for St Anne’s girls on 
their way to attend schools in Australia.” 

Paula McGee  
(née Mayhew, Andrews 1974)
“Pictured here are my family on the morning of my eldest 
daughter’s wedding. Myself, Tammy who is a doctor, Sarah 
who is an art curator, and my hubby Peter, who has had his 
own business for the past 33 years. Pete and I have been 
married for 40 years on the 7th of July.”
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Helen Meyer 
(née Jones, Usherwood 1989))
“I am married with three boys. I worked in the travel industry for a 
while.”

Sandhya Moodley 
(née Naidoo, Macrorie 1984)
“I have been happily married to Vas for 22 years. I started running half 
marathons and summited Kilimanjaro in 2006. I work at Investec.”

Helen Pattichedes 
(née Hajikyriacou, Mollie Stone, 1989)
“I am a momtrepreneur in Charlotte, North Carolina. I am also an 
Eco-Hiker-Adventurist. I assist the USA and SA with forming stronger 
education and trade relationships by facilitating business travel tours 
to the USA through Atlantic2Africa Inc. I have three teenage kids.”

Vimlesh Rajbansi 
(Mollie Stone, 1989)
“I am one of the top financial planners at Sanlam. Having completed 
my MBA at UKZN in 2006, I went on to do my CFP at UFS.”

Nicky Ringwood  
(née Hindle, Usherwood 1989) 
Nicky lives in Johannesburg and is married with two sons. 

Tracey Rowe  
(née Hoy, Usherwood 1989)
Tracey moved to Durban after living in Dubai for 4 years. She has 
been in banking for 20 years and recently moved into technology. 
She is married to Bruce and has two boys, Jack aged 13 and Frog 
aged 8. She was the doughnut eating champion in her matric year!

Cathy Scott   
(née Cassidy, Andrews 1989)
“I live in America in Chattanooga, Tennessee. I am married to 
Jonathan, and have two sons Andrew 18 and Cameron 16. I did a 
BA in Education and then a Masters of Education with specialisation 
in leadership. I am currently CEO of a non-profit organisation called 
Bible in the Schools.”

Leanne Smith   
(née Scott, Andrews 1989)
Leanne is living in Ohio and married an American. She has three 
children, a son and twin girls. She works as a Real Estate Agent and 
has rental properties.

Amanda van Baggem   
(née Bakels, Marianne Browne 1984)
Amanda still calls Africa home. She is a Quality Manager in a food 
ingredients company. She has two children, Christopher 19 and 
Elaine 17. She loves the St Anne’s reunions and is still playing hockey 
now and again.

Cathlin Fourie  
(née Wintgens, Marianne Browne 1999)
“My family has brought me so much joy. I have two precious girls 
and have been happily married for 10 years. I love adventure and 
got to walk to base camp of Everest in 2011. I am passionate about 
service work and am finishing off my integral coaching course to 
assist people with finding the greater potential in themselves.”

Caroline Francis 
(née Reichelm, Frances Baines 1999)
“I am passionate about mountain biking and racing. I work as a 
Headhunter.”

Jaclyn Geils  
(née Ridgway, Andrews 1999)
“I live in Mauritius and have two girls, Em-J and Amelia. I love trail 
running.”

Hayley Hultquist 
(née Podmore, Macrorie 1999)
Hayley has lived in the UK for 12 years. She has a 1 year old daughter. 
She is a Primary school teacher.

Taryn Pringle  
(née Wang, Usherwood 1999)
“I have been a Remedial teacher for 20 years. I lived in Bermuda for 
6 years. I am now an Eastern Cape farmer’s wife with four wonderful 
children.”

Julia Richman 
(née Rowand, Marianne Browne, 1999)
“I live in Cape Town with my husband Tim, and our 3 year old 
Nicholas. I wrote for magazines for a long time, on a freelance basis, 
in the fields of food and interior design, before writing two children’s 
books. These were published in 2015. I have studied floral design 
and am currently freelancing in the writing and floristry industries.”

Amanda Standley  
(née Stannard, Andrews 1999)
Amanda lives in Cape Town, and has previously lived in Dubai and 
London. She works in sports marketing and she loves yoga, trail 
running and hiking.

Emma Weston  
(née Fitzgerald, Mollie Stone 1999)
Emma lives in London with her husband, two children and two dogs. 
She ran the London marathon in 2019. She lived in Cairo, Egypt from 
2007 to 2009.

Melinda Whitfield   
(née Dimitriou, Frances Baines 1999)
“I live in White River and have three beautiful kids. I am a GP and run 
the medical services across the First Rand Group in Johannesburg. I 
still like to play hockey.”

1990’s
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Michal Black  
(née Fannin, Frances Baines 2009)
Michal is a teacher in Pretoria and does learner support for primary 
school. She got married in 2015, and has two dogs, one cat and no 
kids yet.

Alexandra Boyes-Varley 
(Usherwood 2009)
Alexandra is a teacher at Bellavista and is moving to the UK.

Kirsten Cole  
(Frances Baines 2009) 
Kirsten is working as a vet in Hilton.

Olivia Dummer  
(Marianne Browne 2009)
“I work in travel and tourism and freelance as a photographer. I 
travel for a living, working for ReturnAfrica.”

Jayne Henderson-Everill   
(née Gardner, Frances Baines 2009)
“I am a paramedic by trade and have an ILS qualification. I studied 
performing arts and theatre for 3 years prior to becoming interested 
in the medical field. I got married on the 13th of April 2019 to a 
handsome bloke and have moved back to Pietermaritzburg.” 

2000’s

Kimberley Jones  
(Macrorie 2009)
“I am an occupational therapist with my own practice. I did a gap 
year in England before I studied. I am enjoying the single life and 
have moved back to Pietermaritzburg.”

Leigh Liebenberg 
(née Beresford, Andrews 2009)
“I have a child who is 19 months old. I have just started a small 
business targeting the culinary and fine dining industry.”

Caitlin Morrison   
(Andrews 2009)
“I am a Brand manager for P & G in Johannesburg. Tumelo and I 
still frequently make up lame songs and raps. Kim Pedlar was brave 
enough to name me godmother of her daughter. Alex Lovett married 
my brother so I have a fabulous St Anne’s sister-in-law.”

Matseliso Mphaka  
(Macrorie 2009)
“I own a jewellery and fashion business called Tseli.M. I live and 
work in Lesotho and lecture at Limkokwing University as a fashion 
lecturer. I love shopping.”

Ntandoyenkosi Mthethwa   
(Andrews 2009)
Ntandoyenkosi owns a promotional bag company. She has a loving 
husband and a 7 month son. She has just completed her MBA.

Tumelo Setlaba  
(Mollie Stone 2009)
Tumelo works in the e-commerce industry and is committed 
to using it as a service to uplift Africa’s people. She feels that 
innovation and technology are not the only way to make a 
positive influence, but it’s a great place to start. She also owns 
a clothing label. 

Alex Morrison  
(née Lovett, Frances Baines 2009)
“After Matric in 2009 I did a gap year in the UK working as 
a teacher’s assistant at Talbot Heath School. My tertiary 
education began with a Degree in Interior Design at Inscape 
Design College and continued to a Masters in Interior 
Architecture at Edinburgh Napier University. I am currently 
living in Edinburgh working as a Lighting Designer for LDP 
International.”

Megan Hutchison  
(Macrorie 2009)
Megan is studying to be a Montessori preschool teacher. She 
is going to watch the Spice Girls in the UK in June 2019. 
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Old Girls’ Guild Theatre Evening
On 6 September 2019, the St Anne’s Old Girls’ Guild held a successful 
fundraising Theatre Evening in the newly renovated Theatre Complex. 
The main purpose of this function was to raise money for our Old 
Girls’ Bursary Fund. 

With August being Women’s Month, and the subsequent outcry 
against gender-based violence that has dominated social media, our 
choice of hosting Zelda la Grange as our guest speaker couldn’t have 
been more appropriate.  She opened her talk with a brief discussion 
on the topic, emphasizing that we need to all individually take 
responsibility to bring about change, and that only when we act as a 
collective, will real change happen. 

Zelda established a warm rapport with the audience, giving us 
glimpses of her life growing up in Boksburg. She recalled with humour 
and mixed feelings her conservative Afrikaner background. She shared 
the moment she first met Nelson Mandela and he won her over in a 
heartbeat.

She recalled how her tireless work over the years resulted in a 
promotion to Assistant Private Secretary and ultimately, in 1999 when 
Mandela left the Presidency, being selected as his official Private 
Secretary in retirement, a position that she held dear until his death 
in 2013.

During her 19 years of service to Mandela she travelled to many 
countries in the world.  She met Royalty, Heads of State, Actors, Pop 
Stars and the World’s Glitterati, though she did not boast of this.  Her 
abiding passion, respect and love was for the man she served and she 
spoke only of him, his remarkable work, his humility, and his capacity 
for forgiveness. 

Zelda addressed a personal message to the girls of the College and 
encouraged them to set goals, to believe in them, and to work 
tirelessly to their ends.  “Look at me,” she said to them,  “I am just a 
‘Boere Meisie’ from Boksburg, and look at what I have been able to 
achieve.  How much more could you all do with the start you have at 
this great College?”

Thanks to our generous sponsors, guests enjoyed a finger supper 
accompanied by wines from Mount Vernon and a popular gin bar run 
by Edward Snell & Co. Our raffle sponsors donated magnificent prizes, 
assisting us in raising additional funds, and at the same time enabling 
us to support outside charities.

We are extremely proud of the fact that as the Old Girls’ Guild we are 
able to offer bursaries to qualifying daughters of Old Girls who may 
not be able to afford to attend the College. 

The Guild also takes social responsibility seriously and has thus donated 
a percentage of monies raised through our raffle to Summerhill House, 
a home in Etete for orphaned and abandoned children, whose lives 
have been affected by the HIV/AIDS pandemic. Summerhill House was 
established by Old Girl, Paula Owen (née Hammond).

Our sincere thanks to the community, friends and Old Girls of St Anne’s 
for your continued support for the Old Girls’ Guild which enables us to 
help others by giving them hope for a brighter and more loving future. 
This would not be possible without the generosity of so many. 

Angela Gauntlett & Debbie Erskine
Old Girls’ Guild Committee
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Nicola was a pioneer in the Law School’s engagement with China particularly in developing and coordinating the Shanghai Winter School and 
the Sustainable Development Law in China programs. She was the Deputy-Director of the Australian Centre for Climate and Environmental Law 
for over a decade and Co-Editor in Chief of the Asia Pacific Journal of Environmental Law.  Nicola enjoyed a reputation for the care and attention 
she paid to her editorial role. She had an eagle eye for detail, and no grammatical error or infelicity of expression would ever slip past her. Nicola 
made a major contribution to the success of the journal as the flagship publication of the Australian Centre for Climate and Environmental Law. 

Nicola will always be remembered for her special qualities - generous, selfless, passionate, perfectionist, considered, and dedicated. She will be 
greatly missed by everyone at the Law School, especially her Environmental Law, Administrative Law and Public Law colleagues.

Rosemary Lyster 
The University of Sydney Law School 

Since the first meeting of the Old Girls’ Guild on 29 August 1903, the Old Girls of St Anne’s have generously supported their College, 
both during their lifetimes and on their passing, by making donations or leaving bequests to the Guild in their Wills. Please consider 
making a bequest in your Will, however small, so that future generations of girls can enjoy the benefits of our fine College. Your 

donation will be tax-deductible which will ultimately lessen the duties payable on your Estate.  

Please contact the Old Girls Guild on ogg@stannes.co.za for more details.

Bequests to the Old Girls’ Guild
Help Us to Do More for Future Generations of Girls

Old Girls stood at Old Girls’ Day 2019 for the 
following late members:

Venetia Mills née Wingfield-Digby (1963)
Shirley Rennie née Cecil (1963)

Margaret Shackleford née McIldowie (1964)
Elizabeth Rooken-Smith née Ridge (1949)

Allanah Peters née Reid (1962)
Jane Paumgarten née Mackenzie (1965)

Joan Kelly (1941)

In Memoriam

The Old Girls’ Guild received notification of the passing 
of the following after Old Girls’ Day:

Felicity Howe née Blamey (1941)
Shirley Bennett née Wilson (1943)
Geraldine Young née Fraser (1944)

Elizabeth Keith née Stainbank (1944)
Nicola Franklin (1969)

Nicola Franklin (1969) 
December 1952 - 14 December 2016 

Nicola made a significant contribution to the Sydney Law School 
over a period of 32 years as an academic, teacher, administrator, 
and colleague. In acknowledgement of this, Nicola was appointed 
an Honorary Senior Lecturer upon her retirement, although she 
continued to teach at the Law School until 2016. She joined the Law 
School in 1980 having completed her Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor of 
Laws at the University of Natal, South Africa, and a Bachelor of Laws 
and Diploma in Legal Studies at The University of Cambridge.

Nicola was a gifted and dedicated Public Lawyer. She enjoyed 
challenging the approach of constitutional lawyers by reinterpreting 
Constitutional Law cases from an Administrative Law perspective. 
She was a strong believer in the application of legal principle, 
rather than mere pragmatism, to legal problems. Nicola was also an 
encouraging, inspiring, and often very funny postgraduate research 
supervisor. Nicola made an outstanding contribution to the Master 
of Environmental Law program which she established in 1984. Her 
special area of expertise in Environmental Law was Planning Law 
and Environmental Impact Assessment, of which she had a forensic 
knowledge. 
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Name Grade Mother Grandmother Great
Grandmother

Great Great
Grandmother

Savanna Alexander 12 Dorothy Warner

Emily Anders 12 Janet de la Hey

Katherine Burnett 12 Nicola Hammond

Gemma Gauntlett 12 Angela Armstrong

Kate Gerrish 12 Evelyn McClaren

Hannah Haines 12 Hazel Joubert Hazel Worthington

Christina Herridge 12 Jacqueline Payne

Jodi Lee 12 Debra Meaker

Frances Martin 12 Debra Dunton

Pili Mthethwa 12 Vuyo Tshabalala

Alice Perrow 12 Belinda Kurz

Anna Thornton–Dibb 12 Joy Elizabeth Mackness

Sarah Whyte 12 Susan Hooper

Erin Armstrong 11 Gaynor Visick

Emily Bennett 11 Robin Francis Priscilla Davis Joan Tatham

Grace George 11 Lynette Webber

Isabella Harvey 11 Elspeth Stewart

Samantha Lambert 11 Paddy Armstrong  Nancy Roberts Morkel

Hannah Lazenby 11 Sara Starling

Kiara McLuckie 11 Helen Wishart Deana Roberts

Rebecca O’Connell 11 Georgina Starling

Alexa Peters 11 Eileen Leonard

Sabrina Taylor 11 Murial Leslie

Nompumelelo Tshabalala 11 Dudu Tshabalala

Nicola Veenstra 11 Deborah Ede

Emily Vermaak 11 Sarah Binnendyk

Isabella Winter 11 Desiree Conradie

Sarah Anders 10 Janet de la Hey

Abby Gauntlett 10 Angela Armstrong

Lily Grindrod 10 Pauli James

Hannah Gush 10 Caro Lister

Jade Harty 10 Paula-Jane Davis

Jessica Johnson 10 Nadine Geyser

Mia Lee 10 Debra Meaker

Generations of Old Girls
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Name Grade Mother Grandmother Great
Grandmother

Great Great
Grandmother

Rebecca Lonsdale 10 Vicci McNaught-Davis

Teagan MacFarlane 10 Amanda Buys

Kate Perrow 10 Belinda Kurz

Abby Talmage 10 Claire Scott

Kim van Rooyen 10 Jennifer Church

Catherine Viedge 10 Janet Wallis Jessamy Neumeyer Mary (Molly) Eileen Maling

Abby Williamson 10 Jean Elliot

Georgina Wolf 10 Angela Fowler

Nicole Bennett 9 Robin Francis Priscilla Davis Joan Tatham

Georgina Butcher 9 Alexandra Kay Sally Boyes
Judith Simpson Monica Hill

Rachel Butcher 9 Elizabeth Sutton

Bahati Dakile 9 Nonhlanhla Ntsuntsha Eileen Leonard

Philippa Erskine 9 Debbie Bennett Robin Francis Priscilla Davis Joan Tatham

Chloe Ferguson 9 Eileen Leonard

Gabrielle Korrubel 9 Angelique Hunter Nancy Roberts Morkel

Lucy Lambert 9 Paddy Armstrong

Stephanie Langebrink 9 Roslyn Robinson

Georgina le Sueur 9 Natalie Yorke-Smith Christiane McKenzie

Grace Love 9 Diane Gordon Judith Carlisle

Grace McCarthy 9 Pauline Armstrong Deana Roberts

Amber McLuckie 9 Helen Wishart

Isabella Raw 9 Philippa Wilson Avril Challenor

Stephanie Siedle 9 Wendy Pepworth Jackie Tucker Eileen Robertson

Teagan Stanton 9 Cecily Turner

Sabrina Barnes 8 Judith Archibald

Ziphozenkosi Cele 8 Dumi Zungu

Megan Grout 8 Diana Ross

Ella Irons 8 Alison Pitt Susan Holsworth Monica Hill

Isabella Kay 8 Sally Boyes

Catherine Lazenby 8 Sara Starling Edna Boyes

Jemma Muir 8 Kate Strachan

Jenna Pepworth 8 Kerry Stott Jacqueline Tucker

Claire van Rooyen 8 Jennifer Church
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