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The Chairman of the Board, Mr Nick Jonsson, welcomed all guests and the girls of St Anne’s and, in 

particular, Mr Peter Gush, our special Guest of Honour.  He noted with pleasure the presence of a number 

of ex-governors of the Board, a past Chairman, two former Heads of the College, as well as several Heads 

and Chairmen of midlands schools. 

 

Nick was very pleased to announce that the College was in a good place on all fronts, and moreover, a 

happy place. He paid tribute to College Head Dave Arguile, supported by his wife Venita, on his remarkable 

headship and acknowledged his benchmark role in modern school leadership. He is also supported 

admirably by his two Deputies, Business Manager and Chaplain. Nick acknowledged the devoted and 

dedicated team of all staff and their every contribution, which does not go unnoticed. 

 

Changes in the Board portfolios included Dr Graham Herbert taking up the Chair of the Social and Ethics 

subcommittee from Mrs Vuyo Mtethwa and Mrs Jane McDonald assuming the Chair of the Campus 

Development subcommittee.  Mr Andrew Waller continues to chair the Finance subcommittee as does Mrs 

Vicki Dillon with the Bursary subcommittee.  He welcomed Mrs Kari Greene, Chairman on the Old Girls’ 

Guild, onto the Board. He thanked all Board members for their commitment, time and intellect.  He gave a 

special vote of thanks to Mr Isaac Shongwe, Deputy Chairman. 

 

The Chairman announced that a Strategic Review will take place in 2019. Board members will also attend a 

school governance workshop. 

 

Nick announced that banker Mr David Polkinghorne had been appointed the new Chairman of the 

Foundation. Once again, the Foundation had played a vital role in assisting in funding campus development 

projects, with the Theatre upgrade and hockey astro currently in progress. Most importantly, the 

Foundation provides bursary funding by allocating 6% of the total fees payable to the College, thereby 

ensuring the College Head and bursary sub-committee can maintain a special diversity of girls at the 

College. The Foundation, for which we should all be eternally grateful, was founded in the 1970s by a 

smart group of governors, including our Guest of Honour, Mr Peter Gush. 

 

He also commented on the incredible social awareness programme at the College, driven mainly by the 

girls and ensuring real involvement in service to others. 

 

Instead of hosting a guest speaker, the Board decided to honour Mr Peter Gush who, with exceptional 

commitment, has served on the Board for 52 years. In this world of worshiping super-wealthy celebrity-

seeking and/or corrupt individuals who simply become poor role models, what a fine example of humble 

selfless service to the College Peter Gush has been. Nick briefly mentioned the numerous family ties the 



Gush family has to St Anne’s, including Peter’s wife, daughters and granddaughters.  He chaired the Board 

from 1979 to 1990 and was renowned for his fierce guardianship of financial constraint at the College.  

 

Nick quoted from ex-Head David Wilkinson: “He jealously guarded the Foundations’s resources and any 

approaches for funding were thoroughly interrogated.” However, “every now and then he would surprise 

everybody by sanctioning a donation” (not a loan) from the Foundation. An example of this was the 

extension of the Chapel. 

 

Ex-Head Bill McQuade wrote “At the Board meetings I was told by Mr Gush to sit at one end of the long 

Boardroom table, and he sat at the other end.  I always felt I was being grilled”.   

 

Ex-Chairman Sharon Wells wished Peter “…the warmest gratitude and love for being such an incredibly 

special man and the legacy he has left behind with the copious Gush members…” 

 

Peter’s son, Richard, remembers:  “…how proud he was that St Anne’s kept its fee increases lower than 

some of its brother schools…. “Tim Curtis and Dad were notoriously schnoep on spending too much money 

on big projects, preferring to save money for ‘the rainy day’.” The Board saved the State subsidy which 

private schools received in those days, when Chairman Chester Franklin observed that this subsidy would 

cease once the State realised “we aren’t really on their side” – which it did.  These funds became “…part of 

the seed capital for the Foundation.”  Richard went on to relate a few humorous stories.  He also 

mentioned that his father “…always believed in women having equal careers and supporting themselves 

where possible.”  He concluded “Most of all I know that his association with St Anne’s and its people has 

made him proud, because it represents all he values.” 

 

The Chairman quoted from the Lady Warden’s 1966 Speech Day address – the same year Peter joined the 

Board at St Anne’s.  He pointed out the enormous changes Peter has witnessed at the College over the 

years. But the core values of the College have remained.  “Although so much has changed, much has 

stayed the same. And Peter Gush has seen it all.”   

 

Nick announced that the Old Girls’ Guild had made him an honorary member and presented him with a gift 

from the Board saying “you are an inspiration and we admire you for what you have done for our College.” 

 

Addressing the girls specifically, Nick quoted from Anne Frank “How wonderful it is that nobody need wait 

a single moment before starting to improve the world.”  He hoped that Mr Gush’s devoted service had 

inspired some of us all to begin to improve the world.  He ended with thanks to the parents and the girls 

for making the College the special place that it is. 

 


